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_ AIL 1 Pi-ince and Duke ! no happier nunif 
Than tbirie, amid our hills can stand, 
To btend Old England's BDiique fame, 
Wiih caatled Coniwatl's rooky land 1 
Y' ■ Thy Plume, our banner of the West, 
The blind Bohemia's faithful crest 1 

u. 
^oid was the land iu days of yore, 

t3r warrior-deed and minstrel -song ; 
The unknown rivers sought the shore, 

The naniyless billows roll'd along : — 
Tili Arthur, and the Table-round, 
Made Elem Tititadgel storied ground I 



Then shone ihe days of spear and shield : 
When Cornwall's Duke "was England's pride 1 

He won, on Creci's distahl field, 

The spurs that gleam'd on Tamar-side : 

The wreath, at dark Pnictiers he wore. 

Was heather from our Cornish shore !■ 



Spell of the past, thy kniglitly namo, 
May well the thrilling days recall, 

When heroes fought their fields of fame, 
And minstrels chanted in the liall 

Till the last trophy stood, alone. 

Ton Syrian Cross in Cornish stoni; ! 

But lo I the hills with grass are bright I 
The valleys flow with rippling com : 

Tall cliffs that guard the couch of night, 
Greet with calm smile the lip of morn : 

And, revelling in his summer-caves, 

Old ocean laughs with all his waves !" 

VI. 

Hail ! Heir of Thrones ! beneath thy smile, 
We bend, where once our fathers bent : 

And gather, with a shadowy toil, 
Stones for a nation's monument ! 

Our kindling spell for Hope and Fame, 

Duke of the West ! thy native name t 



• voyriiav rt xvf/Mrwv 
I> not kll the inagciy of tltii striking paaiage drawn ft 
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SntrBtinrtinn. 



nlHE favourable reception of the Author's attempt to preserve, b^ 

ans of pictorial representation, the Crosses and other Antiquities 

in West Cornwall, has induced him to prepare a similar illustration 

^ of those which — though comparatively less nutnerons — still exist in the 

eastern part of the county. 

From the wooded banks of the Taraar to the rugged cliffs of ihe 
western shore, these monuments of primitive Christianity yet remain, — ' 
mute, but suggestive objects, — by the village well, in the churchyard, by 
the lonely wayside, on the barren moor, and near the sites of Druidic or 
Patriarchal worship. Connected as thty are with the early introduction of the 
Christian faith into this land, they cannot fail to interest the secular as well as 
the ecclesiastical antiquary. 

Introductory remarks relating to the purposes and uses of such monuments having 
been given in the former volume, it will be unnecessary to repeat them in this place ; 
it may, however, be added, that Crosses were frequently placed at the meeting of four 
roads ; " the cross roads of the idolatrous Comish, were held sacred by the vulgar, 
for many ages after the introduction of Christianity ; "• and for this reason, probably, 
when stone Crosses were erected as symbols of the new religion, they were fixed by 
the early Christians at places regarded sacred by the heathen. Crosses are also fre- 
quently to be met with in the vicinity of our ancient religious houses : in the 
neighbourhood of Bodmin they are particularly numerous, and seem to point to 
that place as having been a seat of ecclesiastical authority .f In no other portion 

• Pohehtle't nut. o/Comicall, Tol. i., p. 85. 

t " — tbe eiUtenca of the monuterj oC Sunt Petrosk it Bodmin can lie trkced back with Klmoat 

■bialute certHiutj' to > period but little abort of tbe reign of King JGtbelitiin, when Ihe Comish 

biehoprick ii (uppOMd to have arigiiiBted, and tradllionall; even to a much higher date." — Ftdltr't 

Epucopatt of Comvall, p. 63. 



of the county are they equally numerous, except in West Penwitli; indeed, the 
practice of erecting Crosses seems to have been more generally observed in the 
western parts of Cornwall, which were reclaimed from paganism by the Irish 
Missionaries ; — but the inhabitants of the northern coast having been converted by 
the Welsh Saints, few of these ancient symbols of the Christian religion are found 
in that part of the county. 

The Ibrm of the Cross most prevalent in Cornwall, is a shaft surmounted by a round 
head, oa which a Greek Cross stands in relief. Another form consists of a round bead 
with the extremities of ihvee arms of Uie cross patUe extending beyond the circular 
outlines of the head. Supposing the last nientioned variety pierced in the interspaces 
between the arms of the cross, wa have the four -holed cross ; see pp. 28, 29, and 30 : 
this fiimi is occasionally Been by the road-side, but more frequently in churchyards. 
Another form is a shaft surmounted by a cross paClee, such as the four-holed variety 
would appear if deprived of the segments of the ring connecting the arms of the cross ; 
the only example of the kind met with is in the churchyard, Lauhydrock ; p. 34. 

Crosses of the Latin form are less numerous. 
. Some of the Crosses are ornamented either with scroll-work, or with some symbolic 
device ; thus the Crosa in St. Columb churchyard bears the trefoil, a well-known 
symbol of the Trinity. The Jleiir-de-Us carved on the Cross at Waahaway, near 
Bodmin (p, 30), is the invariable emblem of ihc Virgin : this is the only example in 
the county. The wayside Crosses in the west of Cornwall usually bear on one side a 
ligure, intended to represent tlid crucified Christ," this is not found oa those in the 
easlern iMirt.t 

The ancient Baptisteries and Holy-wells also form an interesting class of Antiquities 
in Cornwall. Many springs, which from their principal ingredient, are called chaly- 
beate, are eaid to have been recognised as possessing medicinal qualities and peculiar 
virlucs at a very remote period ; the modes of divination practised at these places 
originated before the introduction of Cliristianity, and some remnants of these customs 

* In all the monuments where the figutc or Chriit Ib given, the h^ad inctincB towaida the right. 
" Thi> drclinilion of [Le heud of oui BIcHcd Lord toward Ibe right shoulder, ii in strict 
rulGlnienl uf the unTarying tradiiion, that »h('D he «aid, titiXiotiii, it is f alihrd, hit head wni 
bowed duwn Inwardi thia right ihouldet. and the litiht hand of the Crusa, and so in and with that 
(icslurc hr rcndcicd up his soul, ll ia in memorial of this well known fuel, thai ao msnj ancient 
Churchra are liuilt with a bend ot Ibe chancel in tkat direcliou, — and this is very evident in 
Uuiivcnstow Church."— MS., It.S.H. 

t Oup eicFjiIioD only 10 thia atatcmciit haf been met with— Ibe Cross by the najside near 
Mnwean Cbittch, p. fi3. 



have been handed down even to the present time ; such superstitions do not, however, 
apply to all, as many were used only as Baptisteries in connexion with the Churches 
near which they were situated. 

Many interesting objects of Antiquity are destroyed through ignorance, by the 
cultivators of the soil, whilst making agricultural improvements, and by the extended 
operations of mining, — and, as little care is taken to preserve them, it is hoped that 
this work may be the more acceptable, as in a few years, in all likelihood, many, 
which are represented on the following pages, will either have been removed from 
their original sites or totally destroyed. For the purpose of obtaining accurate 
drawings of those noticed in this volume, the Author travelled through the county in 
the summer of 1856 ; each object, therefore, is from a sketch made on the spot. He 
is, however, indebted to a few friends for valuable information relating to these remains, 
particularly to Mr. H. A. Crozier, late of Penzance, and to Mr. T. Q. Couch, of 
Bodmin : to the latter for accurate drawings of Crosses, <&c., in the neighbourhood 
of his residence. 

The legends and poetical illustrations which enrich these pages are the kind con- 
tributions of a literary friend ; and they scarcely require the initial letters of his 
name to point out the native hand whose numbers have oflen awakened the ** Echoes 
of Old Cornwall.'' 




v. 



Hlntjaik CriiBJtH. 



PHEIJE was a lime when tbe lolal terrilory of the west, belnoen the right-hand 
. bank uf the Tnniar and the Severn Sea, was one wide, wild, stretch of rocky 
niporland ; broken, with masses of granite, and flashing, here and there, with 
a solitary stream. Neither laudmarks, nor fences, bounded or sevrjed the boEd, 
free, and untravelled Comiah domain. Wheel-tracks in old Cornwall there weru 
le, but th»a^ were strange and narrow paths across the niuorlands, which, the 
forefathers said, in their simplicity, were first traced by Angels' feet. These, in 
truth, were trodden and worn by religious men : by the Pilgrim, as he paced his 
way towards his chosen and votive bourne ; or by the Palmer, whose listless 
footsteps had neither a fixed Eebia, nor future abode. Dimly visible, by the 
darker hue of the crushed grass, these stmit and narrow roods led the traveller along 
from one Hermitage to another Chapelry, or distant and inhabited Cave : or the 
byewaya turned aside to reach some legendary spring, until at last, far, far away, 
the winding track stood slil! upon the shore, where St. Michael of the Mount rebuked 
the Dragon, from his throne of rock above the seething sea. But what vas the 
wanderer's guide along the bleak unpeopled surface of the Cornish moor? The 
Wayside Cross ! From mound to mound ; from rilted rock to lofty hill ; there stood 
tone the trophy of old Syria, above some scene of battle, some Saint's or 
Warrior's grave, to be the soothing signa! of the solitude, the welcome beacon of the 
wayfaring man. It was a freijuent vow among the luen of eastern England to make 
pilgrimage to ihe shrine of St. Michael of the West ; — 

"Where the gri?nl vLsion of the guarded Mount 
Looks toward NsniBDCaa and Bayann's hold ;" 

1 was that from the fords of tba Tamar, to the Archangel's stone, those 
Crosses of the Wayside, on the lonely heath and the distant hill, became the guides 
and the guardians of their westward course. 
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Heighl. 7 freM inches; bre 

There is aDoIher Ci09B b;' the lond-aide neai the ■ 

8 inchei; b poitiou of the ihafl haa ecidentlj been 



idth, 2 feet 1 inch. 

love. and Tery simiUr to it, height 2 feet 




Thia Ciou atuid* bf the raid-aide — Height, 3 feet 10 inchei ; breadth, 1 foot 10 inehei. 
Another ■imilai ID this tiu been rentOTcd from the road aboTe the idjicent farm-honae, and now 
fonns part of the garden-hedge, Theae CroBsea, and the two particulariied on the preceding 
page, are within a short diitance of each other: their preieuce would indicate that lome 
leligiout building once itood in thia neighbourhood. Lyiona atatea, "At St. Congar, In thia 
pariah, aaid to have been io anciecl times the reaidence of a hermit, waa a chapel and well, 
dedicated to that aaint." — ComuxUl, p. 17S. 




This Ccois origimll; itoDd an the Blialand Moor, — rcmavcil Tar preierTition. 




Heighl, 3 feet 
This Crois nov itsndi an a hedge in 
Tond-Eidc near the entrance to Ibii 
(idc ptohiblf belonsed to it. 



ic«; breadth, 1 fiiol 10 inches. 

irden grounds at Trewnrdaie ; it fonnerlj Stood bj the 

a pedestal of a Croas built into the hedge hj the waj- 




Standi at the juiwlion of rondi nenr ihe village of Trsmoor, Liinin 
Height, 3 feet 3 iiich» ; breadth, 2 [ttt 1 inch. 




This bu given the name of White-croiB to ilie Tillage in which it Btnnds. 
Hdghl, 1 feet 2 inchea ; breidib, 1 foot S inches. 




s^o 



Height, i feet; breadth, 2 feet 3 inchei. 

There »M fonnerlj k chapel at Reapryn. dedUaied to St Martin,* to frhicb thi* Crou 

may have had eome relation. 

The foUawing liftom Thomas Q, Couch. Esq. : — " This Cro»g serrea as a boaDdary-maik, and it 

ia the cnstoin to fiiit it jtarlj, dig round it, and thioir aome earth on lu top. There is no 

doubt that on Perambulalion or Rogation daj, it irai a religious ceremon;, and that at certain 

parts ot the parish limits the boucdarj-Btone was a cross, where a lilanj was read, and an 

exhortation giren. Brand mentions a sermon preached at Blandford Forum, 1570, bj William 

Eelhe, roinister, in which it ii said of the cathalics, that the; had in Rogation week, their 

■ Goqxlll at soperatltioua Crosses, deck'd like idols.' "— SmmTf Pop. Antig., toI. 1, p. 109. 

Bobn's edition. 

• Lvm», p. a>8. DutdaUi Mamul^ toL 1, p. UO. 




KXCTOBT OBODNDB, LUTrKOLOB, NBAS ClKXTJOItD. 

Heigbt, 6 f?et ; breadth, 1 foot S inchee. 
Bemoved ft«m the highway, and placed in iu preient litaation toi preumtion. 




Height, 5 feet 6 inchea ; breadth, S feet ; 1 foot thick. 

Thii CnMi (land* witliDut lh« churcb-yud will at 6l Columb ; it e*identl]r bon an ioMription, 

whicli U now ilmoit eotireljr obliterated : Ihii atoiia hai tecsntl; been uied u > gate-poil. 




Height, 7 TeeL 
Tlii* CroM 1TM remored tram LanliTeij, ■nd ploced on > double beiagonal pedeital b; the Hod. 

Q. M. FoiteicuB- The imcription on it i> u follows : — 
" Thi> relick of % mde but pioua »ge wu pl&ced heie and inicribed trith the lored end honouied 

name of Wm. Wrndhun, Lord GreuTJlle, bj his gratefU nephew O. M. F. MDCCCXL." 
The Ctou out on the reverie lide Ii reij (imiUr to the vignetu glTen In the Intioduction to 




Height, 9 feet ; bieadth *t ba>e. 1 foot S inchea. 
Near the bxe of the *h>ft, on the re*er*e lide, ia caired & Ctom with the upper pait encloied 




Height Rbont 3 Ceet 6 inebc*. 



2. — rORlABDRT. 

OuUlde tha Church-^atd w*U. 
Bright, 5 feet 7 Inchei ; bretdth, 1 foot i ll 
(ReTena,— ■ Oreek CrOH.) 




Height, 2 feet 3 inches; bieadtli, 1 fool 9 inchei. 




Height, 1 fool 8 inchei ; breadth, 1 foot 7 inchei, 
(BeTerae, — the luue.) 





Height, 3 ftel 4 inchea; breadth, 2 bet. 
Tbis Cruig icBs rcrooTcd to Menabillf fioin the road-iide, where it Tormed a baundary-mark 
beticfen the puiahra of Si. Sampson and Lanliver;. 




Bdgbt, £ feet; breadth, 1 foot 8 Inehn. 
Tliii Cnni wu oiigjuallj uted to reit cofflni oa, prerloni to their being taken into the chord). 




Height, 7 ^t 8 iDche* ; breadth, 2 feet 4 inchn. 
(ReTeiw,— theiame.) 




Thl* Crou. known by (he nnmc of the " Longntonc," sIbdiIb on a 
■■ Hurlers,- a Druidic circle in Ihc pBrish of Linkiohome. 

Heighl. 9 feet 8 inches ; breadlh al base, 2 feet. 



barren heath i 




Height, S feet ID inche*. 
i«ltte face &re two eiieular depieitiont between the loirer angtea of the crou. These 
'c umilar to those on the Crou in the eoDliguoui parish of Eoche, p. 19. 




Haight of CrOH >nd ihttt, II feet; height of pedettil, 3 feet 10 inohc* 
The height of thU monument, iocIudiDg the *tep«, i« about 18 feet. 



On the west side of the pedestal is the following inscription : — 

ON THIS HILL 

ONCE THE SITE OF DRUID IDOLATRY 

AND IN LATER TIMES 

THE SCENE OF CIVIL BLOODSHED 

THIS ANCIENT SYMBOL 

OF THE HOLY RELIGION OF THE REDEEMER 

IS ERECTED 

IN GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

OF THE BLESSINGS OF A PURE FAITH 

AND OF A PEACEFUL COUNTRY 

MDCCCXLVI 

" The name of the hlaok heath, on which stands this cross, a conspicuous object for miles 
around, and the numerous barrows in its neighbourhood, show it to have been a high place of 
Celtic superstition, and at another time to hare been witness of some cruel warfare. Here 
too in later times passed man j a hard blow between Royalist and Parliamentarian : — and it is 
impossible while looking from this reverend monument over the same ground, with all its 
associations, without being impressed with the same gratitude that prompted the inscription on 
its pedestal. 

" In a picturesque valley near the house, and near the oak (now blasted) where Gray sat and 

meditated, is another cross of this variety : both were removed to their present position from 

Lanlivery."* 

• M8.-Mr. T. Q. Couch. 
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Height. 2 feet 4 inches ; brekdth, 2 feet 1 inch. 
Thl« CtOM It placed by the roid-side ■ short distance from BUiluid filUge i it u uid to have 
■tood on or near St. Pratt'i or St. Prato't Well, which fonnerly eiiated in this pariah. The 
■haft of thia Cron wai much longer. 

(Reverae.— the same.) 




it i* ( rugged pci 
chapel and well. 



1 bedge neu Pouuda Conse, < 
died 81. Dellnrmin'* Tor, c 





ThcM portions of Ciohcs ire buili iaia the chuicel-wall of Cardrnlxm dtnrch. 

1. — 1 foot 8 [ncbca id diameter. 

2.— Height, 3 feet 2 inchea ; breadth, 2 feet. 



Tbi* Crou Itands ot 
been tenlptored. 




LAHITET C8UItCH-TAIU>. 

ThU Ctom atuidi tt Uie wntem «nd or the choich of LuiiTct. The rererae >idc i> omamcnicd 



Height, 10 feet 6 iDchei; breadth at baae, 1 foot T inchra. 




Height. 8 feci ; 

Called the " Foar-halsd Croia," froni the to 

broken off. This Cicni is figuied in L;s 

broad aide of tl>« shart: tbia U nov,- obUu 



qIcs pieiced through the head ; the upper part i 
" Cornwall " with scroll nork wulptuied on th 




Hdght, 3 trvf. br«adth, 2 feet 9 Inchei. 
The rererte lida U ornuneDted In > limilir nun 




Thit t«7 Tcmarktble Crou vu nrnoTed ui«nl fear* tince from the Chapel Cloae of the Barton 
of B«Hworth7, In the paiith of GwinetiT, On the lower ptrt of the ihaft, and an the reverie 
aide (repreaented in the margin), are inscriptions which appear to be Saxoo. 





Placed in iti prewnt ritoatiaa for preigrrBtlon. 3 feet diameter. 




Hdght, I foot 10 iDches ; breadth, 1 foot 2 iacheg ; 6 incbei Ibick. 
On the roTcree aide is > HklteM Croia, with the five boiscs. This Ctosi ii dov oted u a poU to 
tht garden-ftite it TreriUet ; it evident]; belonged to lome religioui buildiDg. The eeUbraUd 
VBtet-Ul, oiled St. Nighloo'i Kieve, i> ibout > quarter of i mile diiunt. 




de : ilie head meaaum 2 fset 3 Inches in diameter : 
cal of the Virgin. 

Mr. T. Q. Coucli lappowi this to be the tron referred to by Hal* in hi) account of the pariih 
of Egloihaj-le : * — 

" Thofe FeTcrelli are cipecialix memoTit 
up bj ihem, (till eitant and called Pe' 

" Not fU from them ii utother moor-itone croaa, near Mount Charlei, called the Prior'i Crosa, 
whereon i> cut lh> figure of a book and a crook, in meniDrf of that prinlege and freedom 
granted b; him to the poor of Bodmin, for gathering, foi fire-boote and houae-boote, >uch 
boughi and branchet of oak trees in hit contiguous wood of Dunmcar, ai thejr could leach to 
or come at with ■ hook and a crook, wilhoat further damage to the tiees (hereof. From whence 
•rose the Cornish proTerb, concerning filching, pnrloiniDg, or taking another peraon'i goods. 
Of emacli oi indireetlj, beyond what ii allowed them, Ac, * that thej will have it bjr hook or by 
crook.' "—D. Oitbtrt't Hut. of Comvatt, *ol. 1, p. 368. 

• Waa^i CumKt ttatti, ISM, 




Height, t feet 4 inchea ; breidih, 1 root 7 inchea. 




Height, 6 feet; breadtb, 1 root 10 inchc*. 
Thii CrOH alandt on a moiinil by the rood-iide. 




Thl> CroH aUndi bj the wa;-iide > liitle to the nortb or the Cboieb : it hu been taJiCB out of 
the Micket dmt which it itandi. On the rexerae aide ii ■ plain Latin Cio». 
Hsight, S feet; breadth, 1 foot S inchei. 




Height, 4 tnt. 
(The rcTciM dde i> linilu.) 




Height, 4 feet ; breadth, 1 foot 6 iuehe*. 
■Ide ii limllu, but Id an nnfinlahed itate, Thii Ciou wm foond burled in the 
t now preMTVed in the Vlcu-ige gnmndi. 




Thii Crou aUnds bf St. Claei'i well. 

Height, 7 feet 2 incbei. 

(A ilnlUi Crou ii aut an the re* ene Mt. ) 




Heiglkt, 6 re«t 8 inches; breadth. 2 reet 1 inch. 
Thi> CrniB wu formeTly used u k coping alone Toi the churchyard wall. 

DariDg the recent reatoration et Oerrui* Church, > tombstone, 6 feel B inches long, nei found 
iritb the face downmuds, benenlh tb« Eector's pev. A floriated Cross is carved on it in 
bat-relief i the form of a chalice, or TMtment, also appcKii to have been cut on Ihe stone, 
indicaling that it waa erected to the memorjr of a Priest. It is now preserved io the chancel. 




Tliti Crow, known bj the name < 
neu the Tillage o[ Crafthole, i 



Height, S tett 6 inehei. 
f " Slump CroM," etude on 
the pirieh of SheTioek. 



t moond at the junction of roade 




Hdgbt, i fe«t 6 Inohc*. 
ThU Crow itandi near the iouther& enlnnee to Um Cbnnli. 
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BT. MlCHiEL PEN.IVEL. 






This CioBS atnads bj the road-aide belneen Mulpas ind Si. Miclnel Penkivcl. 






Heighl. 3 feel 3 mches; height of bm, 1 fool 9 mche.. 




1 ^ 
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Thii Cron, whioli &pp«tr* to be deepi}' buried, is nnr Ihe site of the old ParMinige-h< 
Height aboTc ground, 1 foot 10 inches. 




la * field ibont balf-t'inlle 



from the Choreh. A Crose of the tune form is cured on the re 
3 feet 10 Inehe* ; breadth, 1 foot 3 incbe*. 





In ■ field on Ttegline* Farm. 
Height, 3 ten. 




Height, 1 foot 6 mch?g ; btcadlh, 8 Inchea. 
This CioH is placed on the hedge in the Vicariige garden : it probably belonged tc 
■tracture In the Deighboarhoad, and niay hace Berred as a gable erosa. 




RemoTed rrom the BlisUnd Uaor, and placed in its preient site for prcscrvalion. 




Tbif Ctdh lUnds on the Irow of the bill OTcrloDking the Tillage of PolruaD and Faney bkrbour ; 
it ii placed on n pUlfarm built over & little slrcnm vhicb falla into h trough ut the base. Tiie 
held of the crOB» bu been brolien off, and repaired by an iron bolt driven from the top, 
Height of crosi and pedcilat, 3 feet 2 inches. 
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ipidmen of the kiad in CornKall ; nhit is intended lo be represpnted by IhU catviiig ii not tci; 
Bridenti— annEg*!, aeited on • block in (he corner, hold, a wrpent twining around » pMw. 
and >riih il« he»d lunching llie face of a king. By ihe king's tide i> iho figure of a qoeen. 
kneeling bcfutc a Icclern. On Ihc postern face is the CruciSiian; Ihe tKo rcniuiniag sides 
have c«ch a single figure. 

Heighl. S feet 2 inches; breadth of Ihe head, 1 foot 1 inch.— The shaft is liei«gon»r. 




II. ^ 




Heiglit, 1 Toot 10 Ineh«* ; breat 
l« of the rides here tbewn U the Virgin and Child ; i 
h ■ Hgure, very obacnre, on either side, supposed ti 
1 contains a Gpure holding a sword (St, Paul), und 
is Cross was probably placed Ott a ahaft ; it wai 



[h. 10 inches. 

n ibe reverse it carved the CnidliiioD, 
reprBsent tbe two thieves. Another 
the lourtli. a single figure, ill-defined, 
removed to Trcdclhj' from Luicarfe 



in Helland. Lanca 



I appropriated 10 the priory of Bodmin. 
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Abnut twenty jeazt hko Ihis Cioa* was discovered burisd deeply in Ibe trench which runs round 
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the will or the Chitreh. After lying prostrate in the chuichford Tor tira ot thrcv years longer, 
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the Bon. C. M, Fottencue, with good laate, csuced It to be erected in iti present poEitiuD near the 
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8 Teet it is •umiounted Lv an oblang head rising 2 feet above it. On the tvro brondpst sidea 






ot the head, in doubly-nrJhed niches, are the CruciHiion, and the Virgin and Child: on (he 
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narrowest aides are St. Petet with the key. and a figure holding what appear, to be a »word. 
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probably intended for St. Paul, 
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This Croii ii much deUpidaled and worn. The aubjecU carred on the upper part are, — OD 
wmt aide, tbe Crncifliion; louth tide, Virgiu and Child; east side, a Donor, in prajrer; n 
aide, a Kahop, eiect. 

Height, B feet 3 incbei.— The alwrt ia ocUgonal. 




This Crou stnuds in Ihe Uirket-pUce, near tbc ancieal Chapel of SL Nauntei, at Grampound, 

The height, including >t«ps uid pedestal, U 12 feet 3 incbe*. 




The tide here giveii representa out Lord an the Cross, his Mother on one tide, ftnd St. John OH 
the other. On the opponite fice is tculptured the Vicgia and Child, with u figure on either 
aide. There U a, female figure on the eutern face. The vcit side has a figure holding a stiS' 

Height, 1 (out S inchea ; hrendth, 1 toot 2 inches. 
This Ccou is mucb mutilated. 




W LIST OF CROSSES to be found in Cornwall, but not engraved 
I this Work, many of them being veiy eimilar to tboee given. 



Near the Gaol, Bodmin, is a round-headed Cross of the usual form. 

At Callywith, Cardynham, near Bodmia. 

In a meadow, at the top of Castle-street, Bodmin, is a round-headed Cross lying 

over a well. 
At Carminow, near Bodmin, is a fine four-holed Cross partly buried in a ditdt. 
Two Crosses in Liuculyan ; one at Methrose. 
Two Crosses in Withiel ; one in the Rectory grounds. 
Bound-headed Cross near the Church-town, St. Mabya. 
At Swallack, St. Brewsrd. 

Two Crosses in St. Neot ; one near the Yicarage. 
Near Treveddow, Warleggon. 

Near Carracawn turnpike-gate, St. Germans ; similar to " Stump Cross," p. 49. 
A low round-headed Cross by the road-side near Trewolder, Lant^los by Camelford. 
AtBoche. 
At Boconnoc 

At Tr^piUow, Gwennap ; removed from Ponsanooth. 

At Bepper's Mill, Stythians, a round-headed Cross with a figure of our Lord. 
Near Trevalis, Stythians. 

A Cross by the road-side between Higher and Lower St Columb. 
In the garden of the Bectory, Soutbhill ; similar to that at Higher Drift, Sancreed, 

In St. Joliott'i churchyard. 

In the Bectoiy grounds, Blisland, 



A Cross between Redgate and St. Cleer Cburcli. (See Report of the Royal 
Institution of Cornwall, 1851.) 

A circular-headed Cross on Tresinney estate, in the parish of Advent. 

There are ancient Crosses by the road-side between the " Four-hole Cross ^ and 
Launceston. 

On the highway, near Wadebridge, from Camelford, a Cross with three holes pierced 
through the head, similar to that at Perran-Zabuloe, p. 27. 

Two Crosses in the parish of Lawannick ; one near the entrance to the Church- 
town, the other is at Holloway. 

A four-holed Cross in the churchyard of St. Michael, St. Minver. 




OK TBB OHURCB-POBCH, 1I0BWBSI8T0W. 
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*' There is something in that ancient superstition, 
Which, erring as it is, our fancy loves. 
The Spring that, with its thousand crystal bubbles, 
Bursts from the bosom of some desert rock 
In secret solitude, may well be deem'd 
The haunt of something purer, more refined. 
And mightier than ourselves." 



'HE spread of Christianity cx;casioned the dedication of many of the 

springs, to which miraculous virtues had been ascribed, to Patron 

Saints ; and over these, small edifices "were set up, which were used 

as Oratories and Baptistries,* or for other religious purposes. 

Representations of some of the most remarkable of those in Cornwall vriil be 

found in the following pages. 

As supernatural virtue and sanctity were attributed to springs of water 
previous to the introduction of Christianity, the early Christians fbund it ex- 
pedient, the more readily to make converts, not to abolish these customs, but 
walled up the wells to secure them from pollution, and d^cated them to Saintly 
patrons. " The well had before a spirit ; it now had a guardian saint.** f 

In Ireland, some Dniidic monuments have crosses cut on them, which are said to 
have been done by Christians, out of compliance with the popular prejudices ; — that 
when Druidism fell before the Gospel, the common people, who could not easily be 
induced to resign their superstitious reverence for these stones, might pay a kind of 
justifiable adoration to them, when thus appropriated to the uses of Christian memorial, 
by the sign of the cross.J 

* Baptistries were continued out of the Church until the sixth century, 
t Pohehele*8 Hiat, of Cornwall, vol. i., p. 65. % ^orkUe*» Aniiq., p. 156. 




68 



Although divination by the use of water is traced to remote antiquity, it seems to 
have been limited neither to time nor country. In some places the colours of the 
wat«r, in others, the bubbles it emitted, and occasionally the motions of pins, pebbles, 
or other substances dropped into it, were believed to give intelligible responses to the 
interrogatories of credulous enquirers. 

Dr. Borlase says that the Druids pretended — " From the several waves and eddyes 
which the sea, or river water exhibited, when put into agitation, afler a ritual manner, 
to foretell with great certainty the event of battles ; a way of Divining, recorded by 
Plutarch, in his life of Caesar, and still usual among the vulgar in Comwalt, who go 
to some noted well, oa particular times, and tlien observe the bubbles that rise, and 
the aptness of the water to be troubled, or to remain pure, on their throwing in pins 
or pebbles, and thence coojecture what shall, or shall not befall them."* 

Our Lady of Nant's Weil, in the parish of St. Colan, was visited, says Norden, hy 
men and women, and children were brought to " foreJcnowe of the Ladye of the well, 
by giuinge an ofTring, and castings a Palme crosse into the water on Pal me- Sunday, 
what fortune should befall them that yeare ; so blind were people to foUowe aud 
beleue suche deceyuinge oracles."t 

In the parish of Gulval, the site of a Well is still pointed out, at which 
responses were given by the colour of the bubbles which rose. According to 
Hals, great numbers of credulous people resorted to this Well " to inquire after 
the life or death of their absent friends : where being arrived, they demanded 
the question at the well whether such a person, by name, be Hviug in health, 
sick, or dead ; if the party be living, and in health, the still quiet water of the 
well-pit, as soon as the question is demanded, will instantly bubble or boil up as 
a pot, clear crystalline water ; if sick, foul and puddle waters ; if the party be dead, 
it will neither bubble, boil up, or alter its colour or still motion."} Dr. Borlase says, 
its oracular waters were consulted concerning goods or cattle lost or stolen. || This 
spring was called Gulfwell, " The Hebrew brook." 

The Gothic Well at Menacuddle, near St. Austle, an engraving of which will be 
found on one of the following pages, was also resorted to as a " wishing well." " Oa 
approacliing the margin, each visitor, if he hoped for good luck through life, was 
ex[iected to throw a crooked pin into iho water, and it was presumed that the other 

* Antiq,,^. 133. t Dticription of CammaU, p. BG. 
J Davief OUberfi Hist, of Coniicall, lol, ii., p, 121. || Nat. Bill, of ConimaU. 



pins which had been deposited there by former devotees might be seen rising from 
their be<is to meet it before it reached the bottom."* 

St. Madroo's Well was also unich frequented for aimilar purposes. A tradidon in 
connexion with divination at this spring, with an exterior view of the Well-chapel, 
will be found on a succeeding page. Of this Well, thu most celebrated in Cornwall, 
Norden says " its fame in former ages was greate for the supposed vertue of healinge, 
which Si. Mademe had thereinto infused : and nianie votaries made annale pilgrim- 
ages unto it as ihey doe euen at this daye, vnto the well of St. Winifrcde beyouned 
Chester, in Denbigheshire, whereunto thowsands doe yearly make resorte ; but of 
late Sl.Maderne hath denied his or hers (I know not whether) pristine ayde ; and as 
he is coyo of his Cures, so now are men coye of comings to his coniured Wei! ; yet 
soom a daye resorte."'f' But the renown which had declined was again raised to nearly 
its former height. Bishop Hall, when on his visitation in Cornwall, saw a cripple, 
said to have been restored to the use of his limbs, by the water of this well. The 
learned Bishop thus records the circn Distance: — " Of this kind was that (no less than 
miraculous) cure, which at St. Madernes in Cornwall, was wrought upon a poor cripple, 
whereof (besides the attestation of many hundreds of the neighbours) I took a strict 
and personal examination, in that last visitation which I either did, or ever shall hold. 
This man, that for gixt«en years together was fain to walk upon hb hands, by reason 
of ihe close contraction of the sinews of his legs, was (upon three monitions in his 
dream la wash in that well) suddenly so restored to his limbs, that I saw him able 
both to walk, and to gel his own maintenance ; I found here was neither art nor 
collusion, the thing done, the Author inviEible."t An account of other cures said to 
be effected at this Well, will be found in Davies Gilbert's History of Cornwall, vol. iv., 
p. 209. All faith in the etScacy of the water at St. Madron's Well is not yet lost, 
for on the first Sunday in May, either ai sunrise, or very early in the morning, a 
great number of persons take their children there, that, by immersion in the spring 
water, ihey may be strengthened if weak, and cured if diseased. After the visitation 
of these votaries, small pieces of rags and bandages will be found fastened on the 
surrounding bushes. At the present tiiue the Irish arc in the habit of making 
pilgrimages to celebrate their " Patterns" (Patron's days) at Iloly-wells, and similar 
customs are observed. Dr. Murray, who visited one of these Wells iu the county of 

• RiiJinu' and Dreie'a UUi. of Comtcall, toI. li. t Xorden't Demriplion of ComiraU, p. 38. 

♦ IntitOiU World, p. 100. Many of Ibe county iind local hUloriuis haTC erroncoualj itsltdlJii* 
■coount to be iu BUbop Hall's ■• Ktjsteiie of GodliDe>se." 



man, to state what ] 
a of rreqaenting, in particular, 
n upright unhewn stone, 
latom of sciuking raga ou the 
r, and the answer of the oldest 



Mayo, says, " upon the branches of the little shrubbery by which it was surrounded 
there were tied pieces of old cloth. These were left behind as mementoa of their 
visits by the poor devotees, who go there to make their stations." — A woman was 
observed at this well to pull the hair from her head and tie it to a bush oa its side ; 
this was an offering to her patron Saint, that he might be reminded by the eight of 
this hair, to make intercession for her." 

Dr. O'Connor says, — " when I pressed a very c 
advantage he espeoted to derive from the singular cusi 
such old wells as were contiguous to an old blasted oak, ( 
and what the meaning was of the yet more singular cual 
branches of such tree, and spitting on them ; Iiis a 
men was, that their ancestors always did it ; thai it was a preservative against Gaesa- 
Draoidachl, i.e. the sorceries of the Druids ; that their cattle were preserved by it from 
infectious disorders ; that the daoini maetke, i.e. the fairies, were kept in good humour 
by ...-t 

Moore refers to this OQStom and says, — " There is scarcely a people throughout 
the East, among whom the primitive practice, of hanging pieces torn from their 
garments upon the branches of particular trees, has not be^n found to prevail. The 
wild-olive of Africa,} and the Sacred Tree of the Hindus, bear usually strung upon 
them this simple sort of offering ; | and more than one observant traveller in the East 
has been reminded, by this singular custom, of Irel3nd."§ 

Mr. Henwood, in referring to some of the pagan rites of the natives of Upper 
India, says, " Even to the present day numerous small rags may be found fluttering 
on the shrubs near Madron Well in the early part of May ; votive offerings from 
parents who still bathe their weakly children in the spring. In many passes of the 
Sub- Himalayan range, there are treea on which hundreds of similar tokens are dis- 
played, with what object I have not learnt. "1[ 

• Kiriean't Letters, No. VII, + Letten of Ci/lumbanin. 

t 7^ Aiyall.— TVarebi in Europe and Africa. — By Colonel KEalingc. "A triToUer," observes 
thii Tiiiter, " will see pracLaely the like in the west of Ireland." Munfjo Park, loo, speaks of the 
large tree called Kircnta Tooba, •' decorated wiih innumerable ragi and scraps of cloth," and nhich, 
"nobod}' now presumed [o pass without banging up lomslhing." 

II Sir William Oiuclry'i TrawU IhrniH/A Persia, vol. ii., appendii No. 9. Among the trees thus 
decorated, Been by Sir William in the Vale of Abdui. and eleewbere, be mentions one in Ibe neigh- 
hourhood of B BtoDc pillar ; bringing to his recollectio 



Vales and Ireland. 
{ Hiilory of Ireland, vol. i. 



19 Thicb be had s< 



% Report a/the Itoyal Inilitalion of Comicali, 1856. 



'' Hundreds of votive rags and bandages/* says Croflon Croker, "are nailed against 
(the cross) and hung upon it, by those whose faith has made them whole." Hanway, 
speaking of a similar Oriental custom, says that the rags were left " in a fond ex- 
pectation of leaving their diseases also on the same spot."* St. Madron's Wellf is 
the only one in Cornwall, where the practice of leaving these votive offerings is known 
to be still observed. { 

To each of the Cornish Holy-wells, supposed to possess miraculous virtues, was 
ascribed the power of curing some one disease : thus, St. Nunn's Well, |{ in the parish 
of Altemun, was deemed efficacious in the cure of insanity. " St. Nunne, in some 
accounts called Naunita or Nannites, and in others Novita, is (as Leland tells us) 
said to have been the daughter of an Earl of Cornwall, and mother of St. David, the 
famous Archbishop of Menevia, from him called St. David's."§ 

Davies Gilbert says, — " About a mile from the cathedral of St. David's are the 
remains of a chapel, near a consecrated pool or well, dedicated to St. Nun, where 
trifling oblations are said to be still made. This coincidence of the two pools is 
curious, although I do not And that the water at Menevia has the virtue of curing 
insanity. "§ The manner of houssening as practised at Alternun, has been preserved 
by Carew, who gives the following account : — ** The water running from St. Nun's 
well fell into a square and inclosed walled plot, which might be filled at what depth 
they listed. Upon this was the frantic person set to stand, his back towards the pool ; 
and itoxa thence, with a sudden blow in the breast, tumbled headlong into the pond ; 
where a strong fellow, provided for the nonce, took him, and tossed him up and down, 
alongst and athwart the water, till the patient by foregoing his strength, had some- 
what forgot his fury. Then was he conveyed to the church and certain masses sung 

♦ Travels in Persia^ vol. i. 

t A view and plan of the Well-chapel will be found in vol. i. of this work. 

% The same custom prevails in Scotland : votaries visiting St. Fillan*s Well, ** leave behind, as 
tokens of their confidence and gratitude, some rags of linen or wollen cloth." — Old Statistical 
Account of Scotland, vol. xi., p. 181. For an account of similar practices, see also Sullivan's 
Cumberland and Westmorland, 

Q **The site of the parsonage was formerly occupied by a religious house, dedicated to St. Nun, 
whence originated the name of the Church and parish. The altar of St. Nun was long held in 
peculiar veneration by the country people. Among the early interments in this Church, or rather 
we may suppose a former one, which occupied the same ground, was that of St. Nonnet, or St. Nun, 
mother of St. David, who, according to her legend (quoted by William of Worcester) was bom 
here."— C. ;S. Gi^berVs Hut, of ComwaU, vol. ii. 

{ History of Comwallf vol. i. 
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over him ; upon which handliag, if h 
but if there appeared small ammeiii! 
there remained in iiim any hope of li 
Dr. Borlaae saya, — " Thia custom 
thia counly, aa well as at Alternun ; 
formerly of gri'at reaort) I think the 
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returned, St. Nun had the thanks ; 

It, he waa bowssened again and again, while 

>r recovery."* 

! practised probably in some other parta of 

at the foot of St. Agnes's holy-well (a place 
s of such a pool arc still to be discovered, 
though the svn has demolished the walls. The Cornish calls this immersion Boueaening, 
from Beuii or Bidh</zi, in the Cornu-British and Armoric, signifying to dip or drown, 
Belgice Bur/sen (saya Lye's Junius in Botcae) utule Anglice Bowse potare, lanjiter 
bibfre. This may seem to the generality so very impotent a remedy, that people 
might easily be persuaded to look upon any cure that ensued as the miraculous effect 
of the holy water, and the interposition of St. Nun ; but if we recollect that madness 
ia no other than a raging fever, that intermpta for a while, and dissipates all con- 
gruity betwixt ideas and things, we may soon satisfy ourselves, that without any 
miracle, so violent an exercise of the body in the cold water was no contemptible 
prescription, somt^thing very like this method in parallel cases having been approved 
of and practised by the greatest physician8.''f There is also a Well dedicated to St, 
Nob, in the parish of Pelynt, of which an illustration will be found on a following 
page. 

C&rew saya, — " Scarlet Welt, near Bodmin, was once much frequented, and is mid 
to be much heavier than other water, and will keep without alteration of aceat or 
taste, most part of a year ; representing many colours like that of a rainbow." This 
Well attracted such a multitude, on account of the reputed efficacy of the water in 
various diseasiis, tliat its walls were taken down, and it was filled up, to prevent the 
intrusion of the people. It was arched over ; and hud in front a little image of a 
saint carved in stone 4 

" There is a well called Saint's Well, near Polperro, the reputation of its virtues," 
Bays Mr. Thomas Q. CouchJ " have survived the entire destruction of the edifice 

• A Vlel], liluitcd between CriiDUrich and Tyndcum, ia ScotUnd, wai siippoicd la possi^ii 
•imilnt power in curing iimnily. ■• The ceremony win performed, after sunset, on ihe first day of 
Ihe quarter, O.8., and before Bunriie next maming. The dipped pctBoni were iailrucled to take 
three ilones from Ihe bottom of the pool, and walldng tbiet timca round each ot three eaimi on 
the hnnk, Ihtow a atone into each. Tliey were next conveyed lo the ruina of St. Fillan's Chapel. 
and in a corner called St. Fillan's Bed they were laid on their back, and left tied alt night. If next 
morning they were found laoie, Ihe cure waa deemed perfect, and thanks returned to the Saint." — 
.Vno Staliltical ji<!(o«iU of Scotland, vol. n., p. 10B8. 
t JVaf. Hiaf., p. 302. ♦ Polaktle'i Hilt, of Ccfwu-aH, vol. i., p.6B. | .Vd(m and Queriti, Tol. i. 



which enclosed the spring ; for it is still resorted to by those afflicted with inflamed 
eyes and other ailments, and, if * ceremonies due * are done aright, with great benefit 
It must be visited on three mornings before sunrise, fasting; a relic of a veritable 
ceremony, as witnesseth Chaucer's Pardoner: — 

* If that the goode man that the beest oweth, 
Wol every wike, er that the cok him croweth, 
Fastynge, drynke of this vfeW a draught, 
As thilke holy Jew our eldres taught, 
His beestes, and his stoor schal multiplie.* " 

St. Piran's Well, near Lambourne, in the parish of Perran-Zabuloe,* was also 
supposed to possess great healing virtues ; a small chapel was erected over it. 

A Well in Sane reed was formerly held in great repute, from remarkable cures 
having been effected by use of its waters : there was a chapel adjoining it dedicated 
to St. Euinus, commonly called Chapel Uny. Dr. Borlase gives an account of a visit 
which he paid to this well. He found two women there, who had come from a neigh- 
bouring parish, busily employed in bathing a child, and they informed him that people 
who had a mind to receive any benefit from St. Euny's Well, must come and wash 
upon the three first Wednesdays in May.f Arched stones which formed parts of the 
building over this well, may still be seen on the spot. This spring rises at the foot 
of the hill called Cam Brea, on the summit of which was an ancient chapel. It is 
a remarkable coincidence that there should also be a well dedicated to St. Euinus, 
about sixty yards from the church of Redruth, | at the foot of Carn Brea hill ; and 
within the recollection of persons now living a stone cross stood near it. The peculiar 
virtue ascribed to this well was that whoever should be baptized by its water would 
be preserved from being ignominiously hanged. || The like efficacy was ascribed to 

* There were several chapels in this parish, which according to tradition were oratories in which 
St. Firan celebrated divine service. Brown Willis says that St. Piran is the same person as St. 
Keryan, to whom a church in Exeter was dedicated, and who came from Ireland into the West of 
Britain in the year 460, and lies buried at Bodmin. — " At Piran we meet with a little chapel, 
dedicated to S. Piranus, an Irish Saint, who was buried here. The legend magnifies his sanctity, 
by attributing incredible miracles to him, viz. : feeding ten Irish kings and their armies eight days 
with the flesh of three cows only, and raising not only men from the dead, but hogs." — Magna 
Brittann, p. 319. Careto says, — " Peran, who (if my author the Legend lye not) after that (like 
another Johannes de temboribtu) he had lived two hundred years with perfect health, took his last 
rest in a Cornish parish, which therethrough he endowed with his name." 

t Natural History of Comtoall, p. 32. 

X Though this parish has been immemorially called Redruth, its real dedicatory name is St. Uny. 

WMr.Garhy. MSS. 
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a well in Ludgvan, in which parish also was the Well of Coiurian, Toi'iiicrly held in 
great esteem," 

Holy Well, in the parish of St, Cuthbert, was also famous far the Bupposod 
healing (pialities of its waters. 

To Jesus' Well, in the parish of St, Minver, children are brought to cure them of 
hooping-cough. A view of this well is given on a succeeding page. 

St. Neot'a Well, one of the most celebrated in Cornwall, was held in peculiar 
veneration ; its Legend is preserved in the painted windows of the parish church, f 
The original Baptistry was destroyed ; another lias been recently built over the well. 

Many an interesting monument of antiquity has been preserved from destruction 
by the tradition connected with it : aa Gotne stiil believe that mischief will befall the 
destroyers of the ancient remains, which are so numerous iq the county. 

Mr, Thomas Q, Couch has given the following legend tn connexion with St. Nun's 
Well in Pelynt,^ previously alluded to. " An old farmer once set his eyes upon the 



• Mr. liichene, in a Paper tc 
(pesliing of ihis well, and its v 



e Socifly of Antig'inrii:) observe 
et. Dr. Borlaic, nlthough he not! 
' is pure Greek, KoXXupiov, mpu 



t " it is aingulu that, i 
. efficacy in diieases of Ui 
medicine for the eyes." 



•f Near the monaster}' which this saint built here, u-bs a never-failing spring, in which, safs the 
Legend, he observed three fithes, hut vtoulil not ptesutiie lo touch Iheni, until it WBgreiealed to him 
why thej were pluced there. An aagel nai accordinglj' sent to inronn him that thej were for hii 
sustenance, provided he took one only al a time, and if he observed this condition, he was assured, 
that on his ueit return to the nell he would altvays And three fishes, at at first. Now St. Neot had 
B lealous and raithful servant called Barius, long attached to his service ; his maEter being very ill 
and unable for some days lo parlako of food, this afleclionate domestic beiag alarmed nl Ibc auat'* 
long abstinetice, bethought him of t)io flsli in the well, which he might cook iu diflerent wajii; 
forthwith he went to the spring, and with little difficulty caught two of them, one he boiled end the 
other he fried ; satisfied with bis peirormance, and trusiing tn meet the commendalion of his master, 
with much complacency he served Ihcm up on one Jiah. On beholdiag this, the good saint became 
greatly alarmed, and enquired with trepidation, whence Ihc fish came. Barins with honest sim- 
plieity, lold him ho had taken them from the well, and had dressed them in different ways, hoping 
that if ODD did not suit his sickly palate, the other might. Then said St. Neot, " why hail thou done 
this i how in oppasilion to an express command, hast thou presumptuously ventured to lake 
from the well more than one Gsh at a time ? " The indignant saint then commanded his servant 
instantly to take the fish back and throw iheni into the Bpring. whilst he himself fell proalrate in 
prayer. Barius tremblingly complied, took the Nsh and cast them into the water, and was much 
surprised to see these Ash, which he had taken such pains to cook, disport themselves as lively and 
active in the well as if nothing had happened lo ihem ■ overjoyed and astonished, he soon returned 
and tuld all this lo his master, who then ordered him to go again and calch one fish only; Ibis the 
good DariuB did, dressed and served it up : the saint no sooner lasted of this Ihan he was mirnrn- 
lously restored to perfect health- Other wonderful accounts of St, Neot will lie found in Ihc cotinly 
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granite basin and coveted it ; for it was not wrong in his eyes to convert the holy 
font to the base uses of the pig's sty ; and accordingly he drove his oxen and wain 
to the gateway above, for the purpose of removing it. Taking his beasts to the 
entrance of the well, he essayed to drag the trough from its ancient bed. For a long 
time it resisted the efforts of the oxen, but at length they succeeded in starting it, and 
dragged it slowly up the hill side to where the wain was standing. Here, however, 
it burst away from the chains which held it, and rolling back again to the well, made 
a sharp turn and regained its old position, where it has remained ever since. Nor 
vrill any one again attempt its removal, seeing that the farmer, who was previously 
well to do in the world, never prospered from that day forward. Some people say, 
indeed, that retribution overtook him on the spot, the oxen falling dead, and the 
owner being struck lame and speechless." 

There is a similar tale relative to the pulling down of a cromlech at Lanyon, in 
Madron. A farmer thought that one of its supporters would be useful in a building 
which he was erecting, he therefore dug around it, and with his horses pulled it out 
of its place, thereby causing the cover-stone to fall on one side to the ground, in 
which position, indeed, it now lies. From that time, continues the tradition, nothing 
went well with him ; his cattle died, his crops failed, and thus he became a sad 
warning to his neighbours. 

The little Cross, in the grounds at Trevu (see vol. i.), is said to have been 
several times removed from the foot of the hill, to the road-side, near which it now 
stands, but was sure to be found the next morning back to its original situation. 

Mr. T. Q. Couch says of St. Cleer's Well, — " I learnt from a native of the parish 
that some of the stones of the well have been, at various times, carted away to serve 
meaner purposes, but that they have been, by some mysterious agency, brought back 
again during the night.*'* 

Of the ruins of the chapel by St. Uny's Well, C. S. Gilbert says, " the inhabitants 
have a notion that the removing of the sacred materials would be fatal to their 
posterity."! 

Though superstition and tradition are thus connected with these Wells, many of 
the structures over the springs are now fast falling into decay, whilst others are little 
more than shapeless ruins. The illustrations on the succeeding pages may serve 
therefore to give some idea of the most interesting of those which still exist, as well 
as to preserve a memorial of some peculiar customs of a past age. 

♦ Nates and Queries t toI. x. f Hiatory of ComtcaU, vol. ii., p 728. 
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ThU Well U bj the ilile of Ihi road leading rrom the fiirtn called Chapel to the Tsmu, which 
ilowB t. few hundred jiards below, Lyions refers to Borluo'i nolo from the Hegieler of the 
See of Eneler, and «»j» '■ there wete foimerly cUapeU of St. Ethclred and St. Ildracl in thli 
pariah. The bites are nut knawn, but it is probable Ihnt one of Ibcia was at a place called 
Chapel, near the Toni-ii." There ia a niche ill the back of the Well, b which t. figure of the 
patron Saint was placed. The Irungh which now stands near the doorway bad no original 
connexion with the building, but has been recently placed there for watering cattle. 




3n the imteni aide af Ibe beautiful iillej through which flows the Treliwnjr river, and near 
Hobb'a Ptrk. in the parlih or Felynt. ii St. Nun's, or St. Ninnie'a WeU. Ill voaitian waa, 
until very ialcty, to be diacovcrcd by th* o«k tree matlcd with ivy, mid Ihe Ihiekel of willow 
and btunblc which grew upon it* root The friinl of Ihe Well is of a pointed form, and hat a 
lude entrnnce, about four feet high, and spanned above by a aiaglc flat nlone, wbic^h leadi into 
• grolto with an aiobed roof. Al Ibe fariber end of tbe floor ia a round granite basin, with * 
deeply moulded brim, and ornamented on its circumrcience with a scnee of rings, each enclosing 
■ crou or a ball. Tbe water necps inlo it from an opening at the back, and escapes again by ■ 
hole In the bottom. 



This Well and H gmiill Chapel (the sUc of nhinh ia no Ion 
nut by Ihc older tenantry) were dcdicnled, it is suppmeii, ■ 
Saint, wbo, apcordinR to William of Worcester, wns tho tt 
parish Churcho», &o., nnd Ihe B»int> to whom they were de< 






n the Inquiiititnitt 1 



r to be traced, though stilt painted 
St. Nonncl. or St. Nuti, a female 
St. David. In the list of 
ren in Oliver't Montutieon, 
m, A.D., 1342, it ii ■' S. 
emioned u ■■ Capellii Sec 



names St. Ninnie'i. St. Sa 
older name, and that the (ci 
t whoae name it ODcasiouatly hr 
properties, if tlicy i 



irdiai 



the name ia written " S. Njnnina 
Ncomena ; " whilst in the rate-boo 
Nl.n,..." 

The people of the neighbourhood know the Well by the 
Piskie'a Well. It is probable Iliat the lillor ia, after all, th 
ship of the spring was usurped at a later period by the sail 
The water was daubtlesa uncd for sacramental purposes ; yet its 
ever auppoted to he dispenied by the aaint, have been again Irai 
lo the piskiei. In the basin at Ihe Well may be found a great 
those wbn have viiited it out ot cutiosity, or to avail [hemselvi 
I was auiioua to know what meaning the peasantry attach lo 
asking a man at work near the epot. was told that it was doni 
piikies," who after the tribute of a pin not only censed to mlsleai 
the operations of husbandry. 

Tho oak which grew upon the roof bad, by ils rooH, dislodged 
swaying about in the wind, had shaken down a large mass of masonry in the interior, and the 
greater part of Ihe front. On its ruinous condition being made known to Ihe Treiawny family, 
on whose properly it is limaled, they ordered its restoration, and the walls were replaced after 
tho original plan. The illustration is engraved from a sketch by Mr. T, Q, Couch, lo whom 
the author is also indebted fur the accompanying notice of tliis Well. 



trred, in the popular belief, 

if the virtues of its waters. 
is strange custom, and on 
lo get the goad will of the 
lem, but rendered fortunate 

era] stones of the arch, and 





Tbi* Wall i> in tb« centre of the viUige at Crantock, a 
inohei high, and i feet wide M the bMe. 



,t the Chnroti. The building ia S feet S 




They drssm'd not in Old Hebron, whm the >ound 
Went (hroiigli iLc cil;. Ihm tbe promised Soa 
Wk born ta Zuchary, abil his name wni John — 
They liltle Ihonght lh«l here, in Ihii f»r ground, 
Beiide the Severn Sea, that Bebrev child 
Would be a cheriih'd memorj of the Wild ! 
Here, vkne Ihe pulwt of ihe ocean, bound 
Whole ceniuriei awsy.—Hhile one meek Cell, 
Buill bf the Falheri oVr a li^nely Well, 
SHU hrealbea The Baptiil'a enert remembrance ro 
A Spring of ailenl nalcn. with hit name 
That from ihe Angel's voice in muiiiG cnme. 
Here In the The Wilderneai to failhful found, 
It freiheni Id Ihii day ihe Lcvite's graiay mound ! 



Cardynham castle ; of this there are no Testiges. For the other we are conducted to the 
Holy-well, which is walled up and arched with moor-stone, and over which, tradition says, there 
was 9 church or chapel. These may be classed, I believe, among the first Christian places of 
worship." The same author also says, — *' The Holy-well at Cardynham was sacred, before the 
Saints."* 




OROnitO PLAN. 

A The Well ; the spring rises at the innermost comer, and flowing through the doorway, spreads 
into a pool as shewn in the illustration. B This probably served as an oratory ; it is 14 feet 
long, and 8 feet 8 inches in breadth, the end and sides are faced with masonry; the arch-stone 
of the doorway is in good preservation, it is represented on the preceding page. This chamber 
is separated from the Well by a wall about 4 feet thick, and 7 or 8 feet in height ; the top is on 
a level with the soil of the enclosure, which measures from C to D, 80 feet, ftrom C to E, 42 feet. 
This embankment is now planted with young trees : the doorways are on the south side. The 
roof of the Well still remains, but that of the oratory has fallen. 

A Cross about 6 feet long forms part of the bridge over a small stream between the Well and 
the present Church ; still nearer the Well is a pedestal, probably belonging to this Cross, built 
into the hedge by the road-side. 

* Hiit. of Corntcall, rol. !., p. 56. 
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Thia Well i( lltualcd In a 
group or cntUgei. to vh 
mined, 1* of granite, and 
4 inches. Tlie •pring a 
holy Thuridajr ■nd tlic tn 
bjr the olTerlng of pin>, a 



on the north of the public road, and itume^alclf below a 
IS giten the nunic " Holy-well." The iiruclure, now much 
■.a 6 feet i iochei in height; the breadth at pnlrance ia 3 fret 
'epulis, and is Ttequeated by the pestsntry, before eunriie, on 
ing Thursdays ; the blessing of the tulclaiy Saint is bespoken 
1 benl before thrown into the water. A granite figure of the 



patron SupI roraierly stood on the roof, bu 
aTlerward* carried off. A Chapel formerly el 



e Ihro 



lell. 




Thii Ultle ilructnre ii in tbst 
■o open tnd exposed that it : 



or St, Miaver culled the Lowlanda ; it Btandi in n lituMion 
; it i> somelimei partiillj covered hy drifta of sand which tireqnrnllf 
occui on this Goaat. A Utile nearer the Padslovi rivtr. is the ehapel of St. Bnodoc. pre- 
■enting a ver]' lolitiry ippesrancc in Ibis aandy vaste. The aand-drirti oeeasionallf riie 
iboie ihe level of the roof^ and a pathway is annually oprDcd around the building for the 
enltance of the clergjmian who perforios the aocuslomed iBrvioea, — thus the ancient righli 
and ptivilcgei arc preserved : it is stated that the miniitec has been aQnietlinei obliged tn enter 
through the roor.* A broken Croi* in the chapel-yard is figured at page IS. There is a niche 
in the hack of Ihe Well, in which probably a cruciflx wai placed. I'he pcoptc of the neigh- 
bourhood still have failh in the reputed efficacy of the water. 

* ReddiHg't Hiarrary of Corwrall, p. SB. 
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ir Chip«l. in St. Brewtrd. 

e rellgiou) cdiflcc; in con- 



The deUpidatcd Well, here figured, iluidi in ■ scqucsiered iKlley. n 
The nomc or ihe contiguout rnrm poiatii it nut as Ihe sile or no 
firmatiDD of which the occupier relates that, in building his present abode fiam tho remaim of 
uacd which had the appCHranac of baring 
an ecclesiasiical building. The old Well, 
ain staled occasions, by those afllicled with 



formed porlloui of the arched dqor and b 
lupplied by a perennial spring, is still tibI' 



inflamed ejea, and otfaer ailmenta, firit tfaiowing in S farthing or ■ pin, to bcBpeik the fairaai 
of the preiiding taint. The faith in ita healing Tirtuea hu much declined ; for, on the particular 
da; of my Tiait, a search among the mud and grnret at its bottom only diieoreied a pin or two, 
thoi^h In former timei thete votive offeriaga may have furnished no inconaiderable roTcnue lo 
the adjacent ehapelry. Thia deacription, and the drawing fram which the engraTing is made, 
are b; Mr. T. Q. Couch. 
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Saini Ki^fna, ihe tutelary S&int of this Well, was, iccordiiig in llir ratty v 
of Britiih blood royal, being Ihe daughter of BraganuB, Prince of Breob 






liTn] it cdabniled uj 



d ml) an iiui lo 




have fonoded > rdlgioiu ei 
miracle! slie performed, ahi 



itabli>hmein there.' By the aanctity of het life, ind the woodertul 
! wu betd in great veneration by the people. St. Cadoc, her nepheti. 
making ■ pilgrimage to the sune place, <ra« greatly lurpiiied to find hi* aunt there ; but he 
could not periuadc her tn return to her uatlve country, until >he bad nn admonition from hcaren 
10 comply with hit request. When St. Cadoc wai on his way to the Mount, being Ihiraty, he 
atnick hii staff into the ({round, when a apring of pure water arose, t curing all diaeated persona 
who had faith in ila efficacy. Pleased vrilh the hgipiuble manner In which ihe had been 
received by the Cornish, St. Kcyna, with her bktslng, gave Ihcm this Well. It is moat 
plcasanlly ailualed in a valley, by the road-aide, and about a quarter of a mile rrom the pariah 
Church, also dedicated to this saint. 

There is cot hing remarkable in tlie appearance of the building over this ipring ; but it is Angular 
that trees of luch large growth ean obtain sufficient nourishment from ao imall a spot. Iliey 
are five In number (two nak, two ash, and one elm] i and were planted by Mt. Rashleigh of 
Hanabilly, about a hundred years ago. One of Ihe oaki is very much decayed, and ii sup- 
ported by a prop, aa seen in the aecomponyliig illustration. The trees which formerly grew in 
the lame place are said to have formed by their luols an eicellenc arch, which was destroyed 
by Iheir being blown down during a violent alorm. 

The water waa supposed to possess a virtue very diiferent to that ascribed to any other of Ihe 
CDmish Wells. Carew's account is aa rollowa^— " Next I will relate ;on another of Ihe Comiah 
natural wonders, via. St. Kayne"s Well ; but lest you make a wonder first at the Saint, before 
yeu take notice of the well, you must undcraland that thia was not Kayne tbr Monqueller, but 
one of the gentler spirit and mildei acx — to wit, a woman. He who caused the spring to be 
pictured added this rhjrme tor an eipotltion : — 

' In name, in ihape, in quality, 
This Well is very quaint : 

of Kayne befell, 
No over holy Saint. 
In ahape, four trees of divera kinds, 

Wilhy. Oak, Elm, and Ash, 
Uake with their roota an arched roofe, 
'e this Spring doth wash. 
The quality that man or wife 

Whose chance ot choii 
First of this sacred elream tc 
Thereby the mastery gains 




** I know not whether it be worth the reporting," says Fuller, " thmt there is in Cornwall, near 
tlie parish of St. Neot*s, a well, arched over with the roots of four kinds of trees, withy, oak, 
elm, and ash, dedicated to St. Keyne. The reported virtue of the water is this, that whether 
husband or wife come first to drink thereof, they get the mastery thereby." 

Southey, the poet laureat, spent a few days with the Rector of St. Martin's, and went to see 
this Well; it is said he took the hint for fabricating the following verses from FuUer^t Worthist, 

** A well there Is in the west-country, 

And a clearer one never was seen ; 
There is not a wife in the west-country 

But has heard of the Well of St. Keyne. 

An oak and an elm-tree stand beside, 

And behind does an ash-tree grow ; 
And a willow from the bank above 

Droops to the water below. 

A traveller came to the Well of St. Keyne, 

Pleasant it was to his eye, 
For from cock-crow he had been travelling, 

And there was not a cloud in the sky. 

He drank of the water so cool and clear. 

For thirsty and hot was he ; 
And he sat down upon the bank. 

Under the willow tree. 

There came a man from the neighb'ring town, 

At the well to fill his pail, 
On the well-side he rested it. 

And bade the stranger hail. 

' Now, art thou a bachelor, stranger ? ' quoth he : 

* For an if thou hast a wife, 
The happiest draught thou hast drank to day. 

That ever thou didst in thy life. 

* Or has your good woman, if one you have. 

In Cornwall ever been ? 
For an if she have, 1*11 venture my life 
She has drank of the Well of St. Keyne.' 

' I have left a good woman, who never was here,' 

The stranger he made a reply. 
But that my draught should be better for that, 

I pray you answer me why.' 

* St. Keyne,' quoth the countryman, ' many a time 

Drank of this crystal well ; 
And before the Angel summoned her, 
She laid on the water a spell : — 
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* If the husband of this gifted well 

Shall drink before his wife, 
A happy man thenceforth is he, 
For he shall be master for life. 

< But if the wife should drink of it first, 

God help the husband then ! ' 
The stranger stoopt to the Well of St. Keyne, 

And he drank of the water again. 

* Tou drank of the well, I warrant, betime,' 

He to the countryman said ; 
But the countryman smil'd as the stranger spake, 
And sheepishly shook his head. 

' I hastened as soon as the wedding was done. 

And left my wife in the porch ; 
But I* faith she had been wiser than me, 

For she took a bottle to church.' " 

Norden alludes to this Well in his Historical Description of ComwaU, and says it is ** a 
Spring rising vnder a Tree of a most straunge condition, for, beyinge but one bodie, it beareth 
the braunches of four kindes, Oke, Ashe, Elm, and Withye." 

The Well is now visited more as a curiosity than for faith in the efficacy of the water : the 
spell laid on it by the good Saint has long since vanished. 
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Tbc <h>pel which romiprly stood near this Well »aa attached to the priorj of Tynardrealh. It 
w«i «boliihed in Ihe lime of Henry VHI. The lisl incumbent, had, in the reign of Edwwd VI., 
a p«i»lD(i of £5 per imnuni allowed him. The length of this building is II feel; ila breadth, 
Sfeet; height of Ilie gable end, 11 feet. The dooinafB. A feet 2 inches high, and 2 feet 9 in ■. 
is breadth, are neatly arched, and placed oppoaite each other, — one on the aortb, the other on 
the south tide : in Ibe west end is a small window. The apriug rises in the esst end ; the buin 
ia dirided bf a block of grnnite, and the nater flowi front oi 
Well fonnerl; existed At PeurJce, in the same pariah. 
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THB WBLL or ST, CLEBtt. 




■ 


On Ihe deicent of the road, m ihort dialancc lo Ihe eui of the Church of St. Cl»r, arc Ihe remiini 






of an DBclent Well, or Bapllalty; iti present condition ia repreaenlrd bj Ihe nccompanjing 




^^1 


engraving. C. 8. Gilbert say* af tbii W«ll that " il wu formerly eneloted xithin * amalt 




^H 


chapel, but aome part of Ihe .rallB are fallen down ; it had two windooi, one on each ald«, and 




^H 


BB enUance door formed nndec Iwo low, round arches. The front ia yet tolerably entire, 




^H 


and Ihe roof ia overrun with ivy and wild planta. The water, after flowing out of the well, ii 




^H 


« leceiTfd into a large baton, fanned with block* of moor-alone ; it la tuppoaed to have been 


^^^^H 


^H 


formerly u>ed aa a bowaening pool, for Ihe euro of mad people, a ptaotloe not altogether laid 
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aude at the preasnt dajr."' 
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In RaU't account, St. Clare, the liiuUr lunt of tbi> Well, ia udd to haie been bom of an 
honourable linnge at the citjr or Aeaiaum in Italy ; ahe vu Ihe daughter of PhtTorino SdSb, 
a noble knight, and of Hortulana, hta moat Tirtuoni wife, and born In the jear 1193, 8l 
Francii, vho instituted nne or the great ordera of begging monki and fiian, was then aliie 
and at the height of hi* fame. 8t, Clare appeara to hare been hia flrat female diiciple, or at 
leaat the fine raised b; him to emineace and poirer. He placed her at flrat in a monaiter; of 
Benedictine If una, and from this atation ibe advanced to be the founder of an order, eierdted 
according to rule* dictated b; St. Francia ; and the poor Clarea conatitnte a principal branch of 
the female monaatic eatablishmenta eiiating in all catholic conntriea up to the pretent time. 
Tho lad; i* aaid to have died at Rome in 1303. 

It ii proved that the church waa rated and endowed in 1294, the Well-chapel may have been 
erected about the aame time, or pcrhap* both were built between 1253 and 1294. Hal* thai 
tefera to the Well : — " In thia pariah ii yet to he leen a famoni chapel well, dedicated to St. 
Clare, a work of great akill, labour, and coat, though now much decayed, which formerly per- 
tained to Bome nunnery of thote aort of religiona women extant here or at Uikeatd." The 
Croaa atanding near the Well ii given on a larger scale at page 17. 





red ud abelterFd TiUey, in ihe parish af St. Domi 



ind ibou 



R mite from (b* town 



of CBllingtoD, U Dupktb Well, or Bapliatrf. The building is of granite, and i* still in com- 
pU-Bllvely good preierration. Il i> 12 feel 6 inchei in length, and 11 feet 6 inches in breadth; 
the daoinif, which Taces weat. is 6 feel high : a double-aiched window occupteg the cut end, 
and there aie ■mall openings at itie lidea. The inlcrior la divided by an areh, and alep. which 



anj trgulai channel, I 



Apor 



»n of ll 



m (he chinks on the roof. The ' 
ihrough Ihe doorway, sad falls i 
unding soil and rugged palhw 



■r from Ihe spring, u 



I has a deserted and 



neglected ippeannce ; the gloom and aolitade which hang over the pUco, hanuonize with the 
legend that u lioiied with the icene. and which it related in the ToUowing Coroiih Ball&d : — 

'' Hear how the noble Siward died ! 

The Uech hub told the woeful Bride : 

'Tis viin: bi> passing hour ie nigh. 

And Death niuat queneh her Wanior'a eye. 
II. 

' Bring me,' he said. ' the sleel I wore, 

When Dupith Spring vat dark wiih gore : 

The spear 1 rais'd for Giiha's glare, 

Thoie trophies of my Wnrs and Love ! ' 

lU. 
Upright he >ate within the bed, 
The helm on hi> unyielding head: 
Sternly he lean'd upon hia apear — 
He knew his pasaing hour wiu near. 

IV. 
•Oltha, thine hand! '—how wild that cry t 
How fiercely glar'd his daahing eye! 
' Sound, Herald ! ' was hii Shout of Pride,— 
Hear how the noble Siward died t 

V. 
A Hoof must shade thai storied Stream, — 
Her dying Lord's reinembcT'd theme, — 
A daily Vow that Lady slid, 
Where Glory wreathed the Hero dead. 

VI. 
Qaze, Maiden \ gaie. on Dupnth Well 1 
Titoe yet hath apar'd that solemn cell : 
In memory of old Love and Pride, — 
Ueai bow the noble Siward died 1 " 





■' Plunge ihr right hand in St. Madron'a tptmg 1 
If true 10 ill troth be Iho palm you bring; 
But if ■ faUe li^il (b; fingers benr, 
La; Ihem the rather on the burning thare." 

Loud laugbed King Arthur when >« he beard 
That iiilemn Friir, and his btiding nord ! 
And blithely be *wiite, m ( king he may, 
'■ We Uyst for St. Madrou's al brcftk at day ! " 

" Now borae nnd haltock, both but and ben,"* 
Wu the cry at Laud's, with Tintadgel men; 
Atid forth they pricked upon RoU)(hIort side 
At goodly a raid as I E ill g could ride. 

Proud Guenever rode like a Queen of the land, 
With page and nilh sijuire at her bridle hand ; 
And Ihc twice lii Knighls of the Stony Ring, 
They girded and guarded their Cornish King. 

Then they halted their steeds at St. Madron'a cell, 
And Ihey stoud by the Prie.1 at the cloietet'd weU— 
" Now off with your gaunlleu." King Arthur he cried, 
" And glory or >hame for our Tamar-aide ! " 
hrua ror buHery and ball. t Saunded Rovlsr. Ilia d ops 



'Tw«re sooth to ung bow fiir Gmaln amiled, 
Whm he grup'd the nten to lott and mild ; 
How Sir Lsoncelot daiih'd Ihc gliitenini; ipiaf. 
O'er the rugged beard of Ihe rough fiir Ka;. 

Sir BeTJi he touched, and he Tound no fear; 
'TwM B benitei ilonp tn Sit BelTidere. 
How the fountain ftaah'd o'er King Arthur's Queen, 
Sa;, Cornish Dames, for ye gueis the scene, 

" Now rede me my riddle, Sir Mordred, I pra;, 

TSy kinsman, mine ancient, m; blen-aimj; 

Now rede me my riddle, and rede it aright, 

Art Ihou iraitoroua Knave, or my truity Knight ! " 

He plunged hii right arm in Ihe Judgment- Well, 
It bubbled and boiled like a cauldron of hell I 
Be drew, and he lifted his qniTering limb, 
" Bal SirJudasl how Madron bad sodden him I " 

Now, let Uter Pendrsgon do what be can. 
Stilt the Tamar river will nm aa it ran ; 
Let King and let Kaiaar be fond or be feU, 
Ye may harowe their troth in St, Madron's Well. 




51nritnt f jjnffls. 



t UINS of ancient Chapels are found in some of the wilJest and most un- 

, frei|ueiited parts of Cornwall ; on dtsolate moors, in sequesttred valleys, 

n rocky eminencea, and on the edges of the lofty and rugged cliffs, where 

■■"^ they must have been esptistd to the severest etorma, and at times covered 

vith the spray from the waves. These little cells were doubtless built by the 



It^ wildness of the scenery, and the soothing sounds of the ocean harmoaize 
with the ftelinga which even yet occasionally induce the penitent or the 
devout to dwell alone. Tbe sea-side may, indeud, have beeu chosen that the soUtary 
icniale might be on the spot to succour shipwrecked mariners. A list of the Chapels 
or OratorifS on the ctiast in the west of Cornwall is given in the first volume. Near 
the Gurnard's Head in the parish of Zeiinor are the remains of one ; the altar stone, 
a flat slab of granite, similar to that at St. Madron's Well, is still preserved, evidently 
in its original position, at the east end : of the walls, merely the foundations remain: 
there was a Well close by. Others in equally exposed situations were at Cape 
Cornwall, St. Loy (p. 108), St. Clement's Isle, and at Godrevy Island on the north 
coast; on Looe Island on the south coast there was a Chapel dedicated to St. Michael, 
within the ruins of which a remarkably large human skeleton was found.* 

The first three illustrations on the following pages represent either the sites or 
remains of Chapels dedicattMl to St. Michat-i, ihvy are all on high places, and this is 
in accordance with the legend. " Why," says Whitaker, " this archangel, the certain 
leader of the good angels against Lucifer and the bad, the probable successor to 
Lucifer's pre-eminence of place on the expulsion of the latter from heaven, should 
have been supposed in the various parts of Christendom, to have shown himself 

• Boiufi Eait and H'nl Looe, p. 29. 



repeatedly to human ttjea on the Bummits of hiUa ; I can attribute only to his koown 
elevation of rank, and to a supposed correapoadencj of a hil! aa bis station with it,^ 

A Siation, like the herald Mexcury's, 

New-lighted on a heaven-kissing hill. 
Yet so the fact is. ' The first appearance of St. Michael,' as Worcester informs us, 
' was on Mount Garganus, in the kingdom of Apulia, within the year of Christ S91.' 
' The second appearance,' he adds, 'was about the year of our Lord 710, on the 
tomb in Cornwall tuar to tht Bta.^ (St. Michael's Mount.) The French aver a third 
appearance to have been made, on their St. Michael's Mount, in Normandy." 

If we may judge from the great number of Chapels which formerly existed, the 
Christian religion must have been introduced and taken deep root at an early period, 
and in every part of the county ; for there is scarcely a parish in Comwal], in which 
the site of some Chapel, Baptistery, Oratory, or Hermitage is not pointed out. Most 
of them have been destroyed, and of others but small ruins remain. Some were 
dedicated to British or Irish Saints, whose names are not met with u patrons of 
any of the parish Churches. 





Ill the third itage ot ihja flne old lower it a iniall Chkpet or Oralorj. There ii a window 
on Ibe eastern sidci ibe slane AlUr U in ruina, but ihe Piacini itill reniiiDB. In the aisle 
of ihe Church is an elegant monument or marble to the memarj of Ihe celebrated Admiral 
Uoacixcn, ■ member of the noble faniily of " Falmuuth," who wai a native of this parish. 




On Lliii tack, which it now joined to the maia luid by the breakwater, there wii formerljr ■ 
Chapel dedickled W tha Hoi; Tiiniljr and St. Michael, but do rentini or it are now in 




Thi* mnirkiblF group of rocki. from irliich the parish dericcs its natnr. rii 
heathy plnin. The Hlile Chnpel on the hinheil crag, formed by the adapui 
Ihe niitural rocks. »ai> drdicnlrd in St. Michiel. It cansisted of two rooms. < 
(hat nil the gniund'floor nicsiurcd 12 feel by 9: tbere van a ivindow in tt 
mndow of the Thnpel kb« larger »nd muie clrganL Steps cut in the n 



Cell m 



.r Chap 



IB (Bid ta 






ing curium iccouni of ihis [ilatt: — " In IbiB nigged pyle majbi 
the flKte of BDture. irhuc, aa a mother, hegate ihU atnnye aub 
tiy the water at the generall flimde depryucd it of her earth 
Raked i the Iherdc nf arle. which raraed • buylding Tpon >o 



iringe ihelter, leauinftt ii 



men, in their then well-wenninge zeale, would abandon, as it were, the societye of humane 
creatures, and yndergoe the tedious daylie ascent, and continuance of so cold and so abandoned 
a place. To this may be added a sixth worke, euen of Time, who, as she is the mother, and 
begetteth, so is she the destroyer of her begotten chyldren ; and nothinge that she bringeth 
forth is permanent."* Polwhele says, " The Hermitage on Roche*rock, was, probably, one of 
the first in Cornwall.'*t 



* Deteription of Corwvall, p 08. 



t Hiit. of ComttaU, toL I., p. 06. 
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ffAo frencA brmiatt far St. liligiua, BUJv^ of So'jon 
the mrcme vBrijc of ihe cliff, overgrown with irj Bod b 
\ Core, in St. Butyan. prCBeated a pictureaqne ^nd sLri! 
>n objrcl of deep imprest, ■■ ■ monument o( the aacient i 
The remains ot aei 



A,D. 659.} 
vr-,, the ruined Oialory at 

iruductiun of tlie Christiim 

pddes of ihe»e western cliff", and appear to have been the abodei of the Hetmit 
lionary prieit of primitive timei ; Tot a* it liaa been laid of these fureralheri. — 

■■ They had their lodges in the Wilderness, 

Or built them Celli beside the thsdowy sea, 

And there they dwelt Kith ingela, like a dreuu ! 

So, thej uncloied the volume of tho Book, 

And filled the fields of the EvaDgelist. 

With thoughts, as sweet aa flovteis 1 " t 
is nivnliuned with oiher ancient Chapels in the Brit volume or lhi> work ; it has 
itrojed by the tenant of the pstale on which it stood, to the regret of all who feel 
he anliqtiiiie* of the couniv. The length of this Chapel or Oratory wai 37 feet, 



iisde fiui 



h hy H. i 



-. Esq. 




The di<tii«t called Temple Moot inetudes Ihe p 
Bre«ud. BIJEland, St, Neot'i, and Noclh-hill, 



of Temple, and portJon> af AlMmun, St. 

is n bniren woile, rising occationslljr inM 
hills, BunictimeB crowned with faatutii^ally sliapDd groups of granite. — Ihe lowei pad) are 
icedir iwampt. In one of thcEc hoUovtB are Ihe remains uf Temple Church, avenpread bf an 
■ah Iree growing icilhjn the walli: this, with a few stunted trees near Ihe adjacent eoltage, 
are Ihe imlj ones within many miles. TMs Church belonged to the Preceplory of the Knighla 
Hospitallers at Trebigb, in St, lie. The Font, here depicted, Ilea on (he Boor, OTe^rown with 
briars and weeds. 





lUalton Friorr wai liu It in the fifteenth century hj Thomas V t an pi oi of BodniiD. The 
riehlj-caned arches lead ng nto the courta hare been destroyed w ih n the last twenty jreart. 
Part of the ancient building hai been recently tonverled iiitu a f.irni.houae, hut the effect ia 
rudely maired by taslelets modern masonry. The vignette repicsenta the fragment of the Font 
belonging to this Priory i it ie now built into the wall of an oul-house on an adjoining farm. 





The lolt tuitifing inugery of the pitihead and nea-ivall of ihe Bude breikwi 
hurled doirn by the AlUntic, A.D. 1S38. 



^.tiake him from thee ! 



From a drawing by S 




There dwelt in Wsle«, 
IhB «ord« Brecon nr 






[csktiDck re 



Celtic King; Bteachan by nam 

Fdoliciili; Lad Oladcriie wm his wife and queen. The; 
ibe— children twenly and foor. Kow these wore eiiher 
vere, nceatding Id the uiagc of iliose ds)'*, the offaprind 
ynl and learned nurture Id the palace of Ihe Kidr, and 
these Morwenna wai one. She grew up wise, learned, 
' her generation ; and it wai cvermDre the strong detire of her aoul to bring the 
pagnn people, among whom the dircU, to Ihe Christian Font. Now, so i( iraa, 
that when as Marwenna had grown up lo nainily wDminhnnd. there was a King ol Rainn 
England, and Elhelwolf was his noble name. He, likewise, had mnny ehildrtn, and while 
he enlnisted tu the famous St. Swilhun the guidance ot his ions, he besought King Bresehu 
to send Morx'enna lo become (he lescher of the Fijnceas Edith, and Ihe other daughters 
of his house. She came : she sojourned long: and so she gladdened the King by her grue 
and goodneiB, Ihat at last he wu fain to gite her nhalsoeTer she sought. Now, the pieM of 



thoit own dau)(htcra and ions, or thcj 
of the nobles of that land, placed for 
to oallc4 the children of his house ! I 



ground, or, Ibe Acre of God, whiuh m those days vraa 

bile of B future Church, wtu called the Station, at in 

at Saint mho gare name or origin id ihe Altar-itone. 8a on a 

lu the King: " Largess ! my Lord the King 1 LargesB for God 

aiiiweredEthelwolf: "be it whatsoever it may,'' Then aoid N 



ipeech, the Siowe of the Mart) 

L certain dajr thus <aid Morwcnn 

Largess ! my daughter 1 

na, "Sir! there is a sier 



and stately hesdland in far Cornwall, rugged and tall, and it looks along the Severn Sea; they 
call it in that region, Heunaclifl', that is to say, the Raven's Crsg^ because it hath been, long 
Bget, the haunt and the home of the birds of Elias ! Very often, in wild Wales, have I watched 
across the vaves until Iho westering sun fell red upon that Cornish rock, and 1 haic said in oiy 
-vows, ' Alaa ! and would to Cod, that a Font might be hewn, and an AlUr built, among Ibe 
■tones, by yonder barbarous hill!' Oive me then I beseech thee, my Lard, a Station for a 
Priest in that scenery of ray prayer ! that so the saying of the Seer may come to pass.* — ' In 
the place of dragons, ahere each lay, there shall be gross, with rccds and rushes.' " Her voice 
was heard : her entreaty was fulfilled : they set up yonder Font with the oarvcn cable coiled 
around it in stone, in mrmory of the Vessel of old anchored in the Qaliliean Sea, They built 
-" Vltar there and linked ii with Morirenntt's name, the tender and the true; and so it is, that 
notwithstanding ihe lapse of ten whole centuries of English lime, at this very day, the bourne 
of many a pilgrim to the itcst, is the Station of Morwcnna, or in simple and Salon phrase,— 





Thil Font, which it eonaider«d to be late Xonnau, U of a Form which oecun mere frequcntlj In 
the Weit of England than other parta, but differa fram othen in bearing a date, which is cnt 
in bold relief on the aide, and haa been tbua read : — " Aimo Domini UtUttimo CCCClxxi^ la 
{f. (I4T3-2)." There were imall eolumna at the anglea. 




A CoU^ate Cbnrch eiiated bere before the Conqneat, and aecnlar Canona con^ned from 
the time of Edward Ihe Confeaaor until the geneTal diiaolntion. The Church waa dedicated to 
St Carantocui, aaid to have been a diiciple of St. Patrick. An alabaaiei bnat of the Virgin, 
much mutilated, ia preaerred in tliia Church. 




im of the Hebienr Altar was, both in fonn 

ins. Tlie»e horni (and Ihere were four), u 

Lof « dwarf pillir.wilh » eup-shaprdraouthi 

lupcrfluDUt blood and water of the aacrificei 

B the eccleiiaslical cuttotD, ihat nhpntocie 

natet WM itverentl)' poured into the riscin 

he aouthwmrd wall Now. of these Pigcinie, tw< 

lurviTc, in the cbutcbea of Morwenaiov and Bi 

itigin, ij theli pillared fomi. 



ibi 



the 



nd in uaage, the primarj Ijpe of the Cbriatian 
n the aubjoined vigncltc, irere in ibipe like the 
dagrooTed thcoai to rtceiTe sad to cairjdoim 
ito s cistern and chanuel uudcmcsth. Hence 

the chaliee or other Tciael had been wtahed, 
, ■•hich wua UBUslly built into a unen niche of 

in Cornwall (both engraved for this tolume), 
and attest the remote antiquilj- of their 





M Gn^hic HaelriM of God fA« IVmrty/J 

The Church, ipnboliiFil bf the toner, is iheira. *(>*iled bv ■ Iwo-beaded monKer; va emblem at 
tbeEnpiD}': and (itferded by the HoljSpiriti sipiiflBd by idoye; "which proccedeih ftom lh« 
Son '. " Thi( work U ■ brokio rr>);tneiit of the firieenlh century. Another drtgon on Ihe teft 
■ide, once aiiauUed Ihe pillar : anuiher dore fought againit him ; whieh flame fotlh from tba 
mnuth of the Fl»t Femon of the Oodhead. under the •embUDCs of the AncieDl of Dayi : — 
" an iged man," aaid m; informant, "itith a flowing heard." 




There are two kindt of ijnibaliam in Church Arch i tec Lure, which will orten utoDJah and perplct 
the unlearned : Iheie are ihe pvlagiie and Ihe npiilike. To the first of Iheie belong* the 
lolling longuc and the mocking Dioulh of (heic two corbels of Blone. The interprelBlion of k 
face «o dislorud when ii ii shevin vithin n Church, is called in intlquiiy. Ihe Grin or Arius ; 
wid ihc origin of ihe name U this. The final developement of etery strong and baleful pii»iuii 
in [he human countenance, ii a flerec and angry laugh. In a picture of the Council of KicEi, 
which ia (aid to exist in the Valioan, the baifled Arius ia ibewn, omong the Dootora, with hji 
featurea oanvulBed into ■ hideout and demoniac tpaam of malignant mirth. Hence it became 
one of the uuga, amid the graphic imagery of interior decoration, to depict the heretie at 
mocking the myaleriea, with that glare of derition, and geiture of diadaln, which admoniih and 
inatruct. by the very name of, the Grin of Ariua. 




This is Ihe Penlacle, or Bve-poioted S 
vaa the mythic aignal to the armies i 
an Ihe precioua stone wai a double I 
the symholic Fingera of Oinnipotenc 



of Soluroon. whereirith he ruled the Demons ■ and it 
lie nir. lifted by that supernatural king. Thia aeulplure 
igic, BO intersected as to give out Ave angular poinl«, 
IT the Hand of God. 




Or heraldic bfaring, e 
ndied point, Ihe humBD 
at full pulukec of iu 
cbaaoel o( MonrcOBton 



1 10 tpcah, of that Prophet-king, ihcw 
nature o( his Lord-Messiah : the Man 
night. Eaoh or thoso figures surviv 
Church. 



The HieroglTpbic otthc Qnad received also sanclion a: 
Power, from those nhadoHf fingers, which came forth > 
legendary doom of Belshaiiar the King. Thus, the Hand, as the 
the signal oC the gift of Potter, from oldest time till pow. 

The Gn,le$ipie and the Repuhice in Church corL-in^.^There is an i 
the preceding page — the Orln of Ariua — of the doctrine conveyed by 
in stone. But there is another kind of sculptura which may still 
mind, and it is the guilty, the repulsive, and even the obscene. In 



L ain angles ; to indicate, bj thai 
□od, taliea into Ood the Trinity, 
. as the carvure of a boss in the 

ige, as the cntign of Almighty 
lOved along the wall, with the 
a the source of Power, becamo 



.lerpretatioD, rendered in 
crtain grotesque grjtaaees 

ledis^val design there are 



ollea discovered, scenes of guitt, and images at shame, delineated with stony horror within the 
veryaanotuary; auoh as men would willingly banish from their language and their tery thoughts. 
Now there must have been strong reasons for the introduction of such loathsomQ imagery atnid 
the associntioni of so sacred a scene. There was— Hearken I II mu a graven lignai of Ike 
inevitable Omnitcitnce of God the Triniti/ ! Whereas there are attributes of the Godhead, such 
as Almighty Power, which may bo exercised or suspended, by the Oodhead itself ; it is the 
absolute necessity of the Dicine Existence, that it miut be at all times, unlreisally, and ai once, 
aware at every committed thing. Qod, so to speak, cannot avoid the immediate and indelible 
perceptioD of every earthly thought, and word, and deed t This then is the language of the 
Church in stone. It is revolting lo (be eye and to the mind thus to encounter the pictured 
depravity which glares upon these hallowed walls : but how much more vile to thrust, by 
perpetrated sin, the shuddering shadows of human iniquity on the conscious and reluotant 
Omnisoienco of Ood the Holy One ! It is the legend of the text,—" When thou wast under 
the (ig-cree I saw Ihee 1 " Or the word of the psalm, — " Thou hast Bet our misdeeds before 
thee, and our secret sins in the light of thy c< 



1^ 




There bid Isln for many jeara in Ihe beltty of St. Gcriuana, an oblong piece of wood, with Di 
«»rred face, and a pivot at either end. The iniaftert "a« a hunlpr, with game slung Q*ei 
ahoulder, on the atooli of a cros»-boiT, preceded and followed bj his houiidi. The people i 
to eatl it •' Doncio and hia dog»." Seven jcara agone there was dlicovcred, built iulo ■ wall, the 
chair, which i> engraved above, and whereas it waa devoid of a ical, Ihe carred wood of (he 



belfry was found to fit exactly into it, and to turn upon its pivots, for a sitting or a kneeling Rest, 
so as to constitute together, a Miserere chair. In all likelihood it teas a penitential aedile, with 
a graven record of the committed and repented ein. At the historic interpretation, we can merely 
guess. The local legend tells of a wild and lawless hunter, Dando by name : of a stranger who 
lured him to invade, it may be, the demesne of the Church : of a quarrel, for it was a demon in 
disguise : of a battle, and the victim drowned in the Lynher river, which flows by the scene. 
The soul of the wild huntsman, as in German legend, still haunts the place : the heath-hounds 
are heard at night : and the damsel and her lover at their tryst beneath the tree, are still scared, 
ever and anon, by *' Dando and his dogs." 

The height of the chair is 2 feet 1 1 inches ; the length of the seat is 1 foot 5 inches : it is 
drawn on a larger scale to shew the carved work more distinctly. 
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▲ STEM OF CAUVEU VINE, IN M0UWEN8T0W CHURCH. 




V 



BARKEN ! there is, in old Morwenna's shrine, 
A lonely Sanctuary of the Saxon days, 
Rear'd, by the Severn Sea, for prayer and praise, 
Amid the carved work of the roof— a vine, — 
Its root is where the eastern sunbeams fall 
First in the Chancel— then, along the wall, 
Slowly it travels on — a leafy line : 
With here and there a cluster ; and anon 
More and more grapes : until the growth hath gone 
Thro' arch and aisle ! Hearken ! and heed the sign ! 
See, at the Altar-side, the stedfast root ! 
Mark well the branches : count the summer-fruit : 
So, let a meek and faithful heart be thine, 
And gather from that Tree a parable divine ! 
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Snsrrikit Itnnts. 



S ic|;HESE are either sacred or monumental, or both. The rock nhich 
... ,, ... Jiyi Jacob raised in memory of his dream was called by him Bethel, 
.'l(^yS^.-^^^ i.e., the place of God, He hallowed that stone with oil that the 
spot where it stood might be for ever as it were an altar to him and 
to his race, and the corner stone of future imagery — the type of the 
Messiah, the anointed Rock of God. Another impulse which led to 
these memorials in stone is that which is recorded in the 18th chapter 
of the second book of Samuel, the 18th verse. — "Now Absalom in hia 
lifetime had taken and reared up for himself a pillar, which is in the 
king's dale : for he said, I have no son to keep my name in remembrance : and he 
called the pillar aller his own name : and it is called unto this day, Absalom's place." 

R«u f nnder Rocti ! vsit, piUaT'd. and ilone. 
Like (ome grim God rerealed in anrul (tone! 
There build mj place, and bid mjr memorr Mand, 
Throned in mid air, to rule along the land I 
There, hew my name! where Judah'a daughter! glide 
To w«BTe their ahadowy dance at erening-lide ) 



I have no sod: do daughter of ray fame 

To breathe mid future hearti Iheir Patber'a nanif 

I IJTe with many men : I die alone : — 

I go into the ground : rear the aurriTing atone I 



f^ 



The Inscribed Stones represented on the following pages are of & period antecedent 
to the Norman Conquest, and some of them are supposed to have been erected during 
the time of the Ramans. 




This itonc, which U tbout 9 f««t high, wu far lome time u>ed u > gate-poat. It bein tn in- 
■criptiDn, which U Ml length would read, — Intiocai TiCalu filitu Torrid. Dr. Boilue Mji, 
"|Br the purilf of the character, I judge it to he one of the most ancient Chriitian lepulehral 
manamenti in thii county." — " Thi* atone hai at preient a large croia on it in ban reliere, 
which ii singular ; and ai the other etonel intcrib'd, which cannot be lo ancient ai thii, have 
DC croiaea, I question whether the croi* may not he of later date than the iucription, and cut 
on the atone in thoee tlmei, when it waa none of the meaneit pirti of religion to erect croiaei 
in erery cburchjard, end at the meeting of highway!."* Polwhele, In concluding hli remark* 
on thia inicription, ohaeirea, — " Vitalia then, the aon of Torrlcua or Tareue, confcMadlj a 
Chriitianiied Roman at the cloae of the preacnt period, waa buried at St. Clement'a where a 
Chriatian church had been formed out nf a Pagan temple, or erected on the rile of it."t 



•AMi^.,p.tae. 



t BImI. ef OinuHU, TOL I., p. 147. 





s 6 feet B inch«i in height, and 1 foot tliick. The 
Filial only being Irnced with cerlainlj. 



2.— 

This Btane now props the side wall at an old birn : it ia B feel 1 inch in length, and 1 foot 4 in«. 
in breadth ; one end is bo cut ai though originally placed in n aocket. The inBCription, whleh 
appear! to be Saxon, ia much worn an the broader «)de ; that on the narrow tide it better prt- 
sened. No ■ccouhI of these iionei will be found in any of the htstoriea of CornwaU, ud 
probably no notice of them has been hitherto published. 




Height, 8 feet; brekdth at baie, 1 foot 10 inehfi. 
The inicription, one line or which ia no* oearlj nblilerated, hu been rendered—" CIRVSIUS 
HIC JACIT CVNOMORI FlUUS." The letter M la iDverted, which ia not uDtreqocnt in 
inacriptiona of thia period. On the rererae aide is carted an Egypliea Croaa, T ; and aa maj be 
seen by the aboTe repreaentation. the inacription comraencea with a eroB*, which indicate! that 
thia monument waa erected wilbin the present era, and to the memorj of a Chriatian. 

Carew giTea a curioui aceonnt ol a " gentleman who waa penoaded bj aoma information 
or imagination that treaaure taf bidden under thia atone ; wherefore in a fair mooneihine night, 
thitbet with cercaine good felloirH he hjeth to dig up:" he then cnntinuea to relate that 
thef were obliged to abandon their enterprlae, and aeek ahelter, on account of a terrible 
thunderalorm ; " whether Ihta " diiturbance, he aafa, ■' procedith from a nalurall accident, or ■ 
worldng of tbe diuell, I will not nndcrlake to define." 




■■ itand aide by aide in a pnlli nay- field, belwera Rcdgate and Si. CIcer Church. The 
rather more than 7 Tent high, and has one aide arulplured. The alher, 4 feel 7 inchDa 
Mgh, be»r« an iniiription. and three ol iw sides are ornamented iriih Saion Iraeery, aa ahewn 
In the abote engraving. Polvihele anys, — " They bsTe no aucb relmioD to each other lu to 
warrant the concluaion that ihey tvei eonlribulcd to form one monument. One ii inaeiibed : 
the other, without an inaeriplion, called ■ the other half Mone,' aeems to have been the thaH of 
■ erotsi on one or it) sidea are name ornamental arteriaka, but no lellera of any kind; it aeema 
to hsre been once much larger, hs the upper part it broken, and diaplaya part of a mortice. The 
inacribed atone, nearly square, appear) to have been a plinth of a monnmcntal cross, having the 
norda Dotilerl rogarit pro anima jnictibed upon it, in limilar characlcta to those U)cd nbout 
lb, m,lh ■.„.,,,- 



Bhotll7 sfter Hala went lo Bee 
be eonoeoled beneath, dug lo Ihe deplh of about 6 f 
aroand, and aiched ovct nith stunes, having on the 
ihuiches for auriculae caufeBiion. The aigbt of all tV 
tbcT hastily filled in the pit they had made, and depa 
further.V Doniert is supposed lo mean Duugtrth 
drowned in the je»c B72 or 873, Some Iranslali 
Dungeithi" otheca, " Doniert asked [or his soul." 
Doniert desired in his life time, that a crons might t 
intdrr'd, in order to put people in mind to pray for his soul." 

There arc other inscribed stones in the county, similar tu those noticed in the preceding pages. 
Some are figured in Dr. Borlase's Antiquities of Coinnall ; others, howerer. have been dis- 
covered since that celebrated antiqaary's time. One, worthy of mention, is at Phillack ; it was 
dug up during the recent restoration of the Church, and non Btauds erect in the churchyard ; 
a portioa of the face of the stone ie broken away, (bus rendering Ihe insoriptian imperfect. 
ThoBB upright pillars of rough and unhewn rock, not inscribed, which still sUnd throughoat 
Cornwall, but more commonly in the western diatriota, may also be deemed monumental ; such 
were often erected as mcmoriols of some wonderful and storied event. 



le miners, imagining that treasure might 
■el ;• when they discovered a vault walled 
sides two Elone seats, not unlike those in 
is filled them nith such couatemation, that 
rted,none having the courage to inspect it 
King of Cornwall, who was accidentally 
the inscription, "Pray for the soul of 
Dr. Borlase says,—" I rather think that 
e erected in the place where he should be 



■The Men Sciyfli, In Uiidrun. 



Imilar pi 





Thb CromlJh itindi on ■□ *rtiSci(l mniind rtised > text feel above the lerel of the field. There 
were Bcren npright or tnpporting ilonei, one of which hu bltcn inwardly : Che tallnt of theie 
(uppoTlera ia 9 feet 9 inches in height ; thoie at the eidet being (barter, eaiue the co*er->Iane, 
which it H feet in length, uid 9 feet 6 iachea in breadth, to lie in an inclined poiilion; the 
heightof the part moateleratedia 13 feet. Thii ii the only CromUhnonitandingin the eutera 
part of (be county; but the lemaina of othera, which hare fallen, jret eaiat ;~One of tbeao 
may atiU be aeen at Coit, near St. Columb, the atanea of which are of quarli and leborl, a toek 
developed in the adjacent lin-fonnatian in slate of the OoM Moora : all the othei Cromltba in 
Cornwall aie of granite. There ia in St. Breock * fallen Cromlth, called " the Giant's Quoit," 
and another in Lanliverj, rcprcaented on the following page. 

I will bg found la tba B^^rU ^ llu Pmaiitt Ulural Bltltr^ 



and Amligua 



m Becitly.for uao. 




Thi« Kmnuit of > Dmidic circle ii o 
heoD itonea, aTemging three feet ■ 



Iht Honor aC BliaUnd, uid coneisU of dIdc upiigbt, nn- 
Dre the iDil. Two ocher Urge ■tanei are lying picll; buiird 
ut it IB doublful whelber they eier formed part of it. 




Id the Huieam of Ihe aofal Inititatian of Cornwill, Tioro. PreieDled by Fruicis Rodd, E«q., 
Treb>nh> Hall. Engnved ftom a diawiog bj Hr. J. Dingley. 




The ilwcUiDg-pIaces of the ui 
formed by low circular wal; 



in> are tlcsaribed b; hiBtariini, u UllU round boveU. 
of rough stones or earlb, on which polei were placed, 

Supposed remuna of ihese rude structures of our forefathers hate been found in several puts 
of England. Sir R. C. Hoare has described those in Wiltshire; and the accoanl gicen of the 
Uat-circtes on Dartmoor, by the late Rei. 8. Rowe,+ eoiuddes in almost every parlicnlar with 
those at Chyaauster, in Ihe parish of Oulial. 

The ancient lillage at Chyaausler (DwelUuBS on the south) occupies a considerable portion 
of land to the west of the old fort, CiLstle-an-dinas, which is situated on the top ot the hill. All 
the doelliogs are nearly of ihe same farm and dimensions as that sheira io Ihe plan on the 
following page. 



ir alt l» 



'A jTtiiBlni, alllwuih conipkuoatl 



noiildhi 



Joba, E»).. . 






rembiilaliBn nf BBttmc 



This structure consiala of a thiok wall, fBccd rtternally with slonPB. put togelher without 
cement, imd is inlBtnsllj lined with a wall of imaller stone*, the intermediBte space being filled 
with e»rth and rubbUh ; it ia about 80 feet in length. There is but one entrance (5), 
and this, as in the othera, fnees loulh-cist ; it is nddci hy seTeral feet on tbe outside. This 
eulrance leads into a ccutial apace f A)i in which there arc openinga. guarded on either aide by 
pillars or jambs, some of which are 5 feet high, leading into smaller apartment! (I, 2, 3, sni 4) 
constructed within the bteadtb of the main wall : these appear to hare been once coiercd, and 
Borne were paved or floored nilh large slnba of granite. The remnant of the outer wall, on the 
BDUth side, is 10 feet high, but it hu been much damaged, man; of the larger stones having 
been carried away for modem buildings. Several of these ancient dwellings lie contiguous to 
each other, and arc connected by walla and raised banks. 

' On the declivity of the hill Is a succession of terrneea, beautifully levelled, and a ran, an 
underground passage or chamber, nhich was originally walled on the sides, flagged below and 
covered above with Urge (Imies laid horiiontany : it was about SO feet long, and 5 feet broad. 
This cave was aimilsr to those at fendeen in St. Just, and at Dolleit in St. Buryan. 

In other pails of this county are ancient remains very similar to thoac at Chysaustcr, — at 
Busullow, Mulfra, Trenen, Boawarva, and Lanyon, in Madrun ; at Branc, Trannuik Downs, and 
Bosprennia, in Saneread ; (nd at Caerwen, in Blisland. To the north-west of the Cbf esowring, 
and lying under Kilmarth Tor, on Temple Moor, arc vei? citensire ruins of aimilar ilmctures. 
The MS3. of the late indefatigable antiquary and geologist, Richard Thomas, Esq.. C.E,. contain 
sketches and descriptions of remains at Carburrnw Tor, in Warleggon, which he oonsideied to 
be the ruins of ancient dwellings. Many of these villages are situated in the vicinity of 
CromtJhs ; — that at Chyaauater, which ia the best ejample in the county, is a little la the east 
of Holfra Cromlf b ;— that at DusuUdw la very near the ChQn CromlSh; at Lanyon are two 
Cromlihs; whilst the very interesting hul-circlci on Temple Moor are not far from the 
Trcvelhey CromMh, the Druidicnl circles, called " the Hurlers," being situated between them. 
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